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Another Crisis that Shines Light on Inequities, and the Governor’s Task Force on Climate Change
Both the brutal murder of George Floyd by a police officer in Minneapolis and the pandemic have
spotlighted systemic racism based on 400 years of devaluing black lives in our country. The coronavirus
outbreak has produced more severe consequences for African Americans and many other people of color
compared with white people.
Climate change also brings attention to inequities, both racial and economic. Representatives from the
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America have witnessed this on an international level at the United
Nations Conference of Parties (COP). Most people are familiar with COP 21, the Paris Agreement. Staff
from the Lutheran Office for Public Policy in Wisconsin attended COP 25, and witnessed several
developing countries vying for attention as the most damaged by climate change. The people with the
greatest likelihood of being displaced by floods and droughts caused by climate change are often the ones
who have emitted the least in greenhouse gases.
Within the United States, low-income communities in both urban and rural areas will be most quickly
and profoundly impacted by climate change, according to the Fourth National Climate Assessment.
Those communities already have higher rates of health issues. Environmental disasters caused by climate
change will exacerbate existing inequalities. Read more here. In addition, people experiencing poverty
have fewer resources to leave and establish new homes in response to disasters.
Discussing climate change at this time in our history is not about piling upon us more depressing news,
but finding a turning point. Will attention that black leaders and their allies and those striving to become
allies create a historic moment of change? Will we learn more about how interdependent we are from the
pandemic to increase our love for our neighbor? Will we open our senses to the horizons that are
appearing for the first time in years in several cities where pollution has otherwise blocked our vision?
At this time in Wisconsin, we have a special opportunity to lift our voices. The Governor’s Task Force
on Climate Change will hold its first public hearing on June 23. Website.
The task force subcommittees, Healthy Communities and Strong Economy; Land Use and Conservation;
and Energy, Energy, Housing, and Infrastructure have been meeting for the last several weeks. At the
May 21st full task force meeting, which can be found on WiscosinEye, several presenters talked about the
realities of how climate change is currently impacting us on many levels, including via threats to our land
for growing food. Members and special guests also discussed what is already working in Wisconsin in
conserving land and building renewable energy. This is a time to learn, offer input, and support
amplifying valuable efforts with a statewide plan.
In our tradition, we look at climate change through the lens of those who are least safe, realizing that all
of us can be vulnerable and everyone eventually will be unless we intervene with more of a plan now.
We encourage our members and the citizens of Wisconsin to be engaged and exercise your voice.
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