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WCASA AND END DOMESTIC ABUSE WI TELL SURVIVORS OF VIOLENCE: YOU
ARE NOT ALONE AND SERVICES REMAIN OPEN
MADISON, WI - During this unprecedented time, the Wisconsin Coalition Against Sexual Assault
(WCASA) and End Domestic Abuse Wisconsin (End Abuse) want survivors to know that sexual assault
and domestic abuse service providers in the state remain open. We understand that the heightened
stress and anxiety associated with the COVID-19 pandemic, along with the isolation that may accompany
social distancing, can be triggering and potentially dangerous for survivors. While many of us are staying
at home and working remotely to protect ourselves and others during this health crisis, for many
survivors, home is not a safe place. Children face an increased risk for sexual abuse during this time, and
the Rape, Abuse, and Incest National Network (RAINN) has noted increased rates of minors reporting
sexual abuse since the shelter-in-place orders went into effect across the country. Domestic violence
cases have also spiked worldwide, with survivors who already have violent partners now being confined
at home with them, and further isolated from support systems.
“The virus can lead to folks being trapped in abusive relationships, not because of the virus itself, but
because of its economic impacts. We know that when survivors lack resources, it becomes much more
difficult to leave the relationship.” says Gricel Santiago-Rivera, Executive Director of End Domestic Abuse
Wisconsin.
“We want survivors to know that they are not alone, and advocates atsexual assault and domestic abuse
programs are available to provide emotional support and information no matter how long ago the abuse
occurred,” stated Pennie Meyers, Executive Director of WCASA.
The timing of this pandemic has also coincided with Sexual Assault Awareness Month (SAAM), which
occurs every year during April. Traditionally, SAAM is a time where local service providers engage in a
variety of awareness-raising activities around sexual violence-related issues. SAAM is also a time where
local programs will showcase how they provide critical support and resources for survivors and their
families. While many of the in-person activities have been cancelled due to COVID-19, programs are
finding unique ways to promote SAAM and support survivors using social media and other virtual events.
Finally, it is critical to note that sexual violence and domestic abuse do not occur in a vacuum. In fact, our
organizations believe that to end sexual violence and domestic abuse, we must end all forms of
oppression. The racist and xenophobic attacks on people of Asian descent that have been occurring
across the country, including Wisconsin, in the wake of the COVID-19 pandemic are deeply
unacceptable. It is disturbing, but sadly not surprising, to learn of the disparate impacts the COVID-19
pandemic is having on communities of color. As a result, we will continue to stand in solidarity with our
allies working on issues of racial justice and will challenge the systems of oppression that negatively
impact historically marginalized communities.
If you have any questions or concerns please reach out to Ian Henderson for WCASA, or Jenna Gormal
at End Abuse WI.

