
TO:                  Legislative Colleagues 
FROM:            Sen. Kathleen Vinehout and Rep. Chris Danou 
DATE:             February 2, 2016 
RE:                  Co-sponsorship of LRB 4598/1; Increasing Broadband Expansion Funding 
DEADLINE: 4pm on Monday, February 8th 
  
Broadband expansion through rural Wisconsin is essential for citizens and businesses to thrive. 
High speed internet makes the difference for farmers to receive accurate weather predictions for 
crops, for students to learn through online classes, and for small businesses to compete in a 
global economy. The applications of high-speed internet for rural Wisconsin are endless. 
  
Wisconsin must do better for providing access to high-speed internet. Wisconsin experienced a 
big setback when Governor Walker turned away $23 million of federal stimulus money for 
broadband expansion in 2011. Fortunately, since that time, Wisconsin has been investing in 
broadband – in the 2013-15 biennial budget, the legislature added $4.3 million and then 
another $6 million in the 2015-17 biennial budget. 
  
LRB 4598/1 will transfer an additional $2 million from the USF for broadband 
expansion grants. The bill will also increase the maximum award amount from $1.5 million 
per fiscal year to $2.5 million.  
  
This expansion of broadband is completely funded with existing monies in the Universal Service 
Fund. 
  
Wisconsin's economy continues to struggle when compared to our Midwestern neighbors. We 
must do better and more investments in Wisconsin's broadband infrastructure will help our 
state to become an economic leader again. 
  
To co-sponsor this legislation, please reply to this e-mail or call Sen. Vinehout at 6-8546 or Rep. 
Danou at 6-7015. 
  
Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau 
This bill increases the appropriation from the universal service fund for broadband expansion 
grants by $1,000,000 in fiscal year 2015−16 and $1,000,000 in fiscal year 2016−17.  Under 
current law, the Public Service Commission uses the appropriation to make grants for 
constructing broadband infrastructure in areas served by fewer than two broadband service 
providers. The bill also limits the total amount of grants that the PSC can make in a fiscal year 
to $2,500,000.  Under current law, that limit is $1,500,000. 
  
For further information see the state fiscal estimate, which will be printed as an appendix to 
this bill. 
  
  
 


