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SHORT DEADLINE: Thursday, January 28th 

  
In light of recent events that have been broadcasted nationwide, we will be introducing a 
version of a bill that was originally introduced in 2009 by former Democratic Representative 
Tony Staskunas. The 2009 bill, AB520, prohibited a school district from being a member of an 
interscholastic athletic association unless that organization agrees to be governed by the public 
records and open meetings laws.  
  
Sparked by  the athletic suspension of a student because of a tweet, the WIAA's Sportsmanship 
Reference Guide  has come under intense scrutiny and criticism. While sportsmanship is a 
honorable goal, the measures taken to ensure it may not be.  Since we have begun our 
discussion of introducing legislation, our office has received many contacts, both from parents, 
and game officials urging their support for this legislation.  The WIAA receives funding from 
taxpayers, so it is only fair that the taxpayers have a look into the decisions making process. 
  
This legislation, much like AB520 in 2009,  prohibits a school district from being a member of an 
interscholastic athletic association unless the association elects to be governed by the state's 
public records and open meetings laws. However, after discussions with WIAA leadership, we 
have addressed one of their concerns with potential legislation: 
  
1)      Oftentimes, the WIAA must hold time-sensitive meetings, where a 24 hour notice would 

not be possible. After discussions with the LRB, we have found that in state statute, this 
issue can be alleviated  through statute 19.84(3): 

         (3) Public notice of every meeting of a governmental body shall be given at least 24 
hours prior to the commencement of such meeting unless for good cause such notice is 
impossible or impractical, in which case shorter notice may be given, but in no case may 
the notice be provided less than 2 hours in advance of the meeting. 

  
If you are interested in co-sponsoring LRB 4569/1, please email our office by January 28th by 
5:00 p.m. Should you have any questions please feel free to contact our office (6-2343). 

  
  
Editorials from around the state: 
  
Green Bay: 
  
http://www.greenbaypressgazette.com/story/opinion/editorials/2016/01/23/include-wiaa-open-
records-meetings-laws/79183194/ 
  
Madison: 

mailto:chris.borgerding@legis.wisconsin.gov
http://www.greenbaypressgazette.com/story/opinion/editorials/2016/01/23/include-wiaa-open-records-meetings-laws/79183194/
http://www.greenbaypressgazette.com/story/opinion/editorials/2016/01/23/include-wiaa-open-records-meetings-laws/79183194/


http://host.madison.com/wsj/opinion/editorial/u-rah-rah-open-records/article_080446d4-5e5c-51d9-
84a3-e0e86f7718ae.html 
  

Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau 
  

This bill prohibits a school district from being a member of an interscholastic athletic association 
unless the association elects to be governed by the state's public records and open meetings laws. An 

interscholastic athletic association that elects to be governed by the public records and open meetings 
laws is subject to those laws. Under the bill, an interscholastic athletic association can either be a 

nonprofit, unincorporated association, or a nonstock, nonprofit corporation, if the unincorporated 
association or corporation coordinates athletic events or contests for students enrolled in grade 9 to 

12 in the public schools. 
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