
CO-SPONSORSHIP MEMORANDUM 

TO: Members of the Wisconsin State Legislature 

FROM: Representative Joel Kitchens and Senator Robert Cowles 

DATE: January 22, 2016 
RE: Co-Sponsorship of LRB-4419/1: Income limits and award limits for contaminated well 

grants 

SHORT DEADLINE: January 27, 2016 @ 5:00 PM 
  
LRB-4419 will expand the DNR's ability through the Well Compensation Program to offer aid to 

individuals with contaminated wells by raising the income limits on families seeking well 

compensation from $65,000 to $90,000 and the aid limit from $12,000 to $16,000.  It will apply 

to all areas of the state. 

  

As residents of Wisconsin, we take pride in our abundant supply of natural resources and the 

quality of our environment.  We take for granted that the water coming from our tap will be 

clean and safe.  Unfortunately, in certain areas of Northeast Wisconsin, the citizens cannot make 

this assumption. 
  

Kewaunee County and the surrounding area has struggled with groundwater contamination for 

years, but recently it has become a crisis.  The karst topography of northeast Wisconsin has made 

it difficult for local residents to balance agricultural practices and ensure a clean water 

supply.  Karst topography is a geographical phenomenon where there is a lack of top soil to filter 

contaminants before they reach bedrock and groundwater.  Compounding the problem is the fact 

that Kewaunee County has one of the highest concentrations of dairy cattle in the state.  Recent 

testing has shown that a high percentage of the wells in the county are contaminated, leaving 

residents afraid to drink their water.  
  

Over the past several months, local leaders and stakeholders have joined with officials from the 

Department of Natural Resources (DNR) to attack this crisis.  The first priority is to provide 

clean and safe drinking water to the people of the affected area, while we work to address the 

root problem.  Local groups have come forward to provide bottled water, but we need to help 

those people whose wells have been contaminated by events beyond their control, to replace 

their wells. 

  
The Well Compensation Program is administered by the DNR and provides grants to well 

owners for constructing a new well, reconstructing a contaminated well, treating a contaminated 

well or properly abandoning a contaminated well.  To be eligible, owners have to demonstrate 

conclusively that the contamination was caused by livestock feces.  Currently, the program has a 

fund balance because strict requirements to access the funds make it unavailable to most well 

owners.  

  



LRB-4419 is not a solution to groundwater contamination in Kewaunee County and the 

surrounding area. It will, however, help those with contaminated wells renew their access to 

clean and usable water.  Every citizen of Wisconsin has a right to safe drinking water. 

To be added as a co-sponsor please reply to this email, call Reid in Rep. Kitchens' office at 

6-5350, or contact the office of Sen. Cowles at 6-0484. 
  
Deadline for Co-Sponsorship: January 27, 2016 @ 5:00 PM 
  

Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau 
  
This bill increases the limits on family income and grant awards under this state's well 

compensation grant program. 

  
Under current law, an individual owner or renter of a contaminated private well may apply for a 

grant from the Department of Natural Resources to cover a portion of the costs to treat the water, 

reconstruct the well, construct a new well, connect to a public water supply, or fill and seal 

(abandon) the well. To be eligible for a grant the well owner or renter's annual family income 

may not exceed $65,000. A grant awarded under the program may not exceed 75 of a project's 

eligible costs and may not cover any part of a project's eligible costs that exceeds $12,000, which 

means that a grant may not exceed $9,000. In addition, if the well owner or renter's annual 

family income exceeds $45,000, the amount of the award is reduced by 30 percent of the amount 

by which the annual family income exceeds $45,000. 

  
This bill increases the family income limit to $90,000 and increases the grant award limit to 75 

percent of $16,000, which means that a grant under the bill may not exceed $12,000. The Bill 

also increases the amount of annual family income that triggers a reduction of an award to 

$65,000. 
  
For further information see the state fiscal estimate, which will be printed as an appendix to this 

bill. 
 


