
CO-SPONSORSHIP MEMORANDUM 

  

To:              All Legislators 

  

From:         Senator Mary Lazich; Representative Robert Brooks and Representative Jesse 

Kremer 

            

Date:           Wednesday, January 13, 2016 

  

Re:             Co-sponsorship of LRB-1820—relating to: possessing firearms on school 

grounds by persons with a license to carry a concealed weapon. 

  

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

------------------------------------------------------- 

Wisconsin's Guns Free School Zone law is modeled after the Federal Guns Free School 

Zone law.  The Federal Guns Free School Zone does not prohibit a concealed-carry 

licensee from possessing a firearm on school grounds. 

  

LRB 1820 mirrors the Federal Guns Free School Zone law by allowing a concealed-carry 

licensee to carry within a school zone, and provides local control allowing school 

districts to prohibit carrying within the school buildings. 

  

Wisconsin is the forty-ninth state to permit law-abiding citizens to carry concealed 

weapons.  An oversight of the Wisconsin concealed-carry law was not reflecting the 

Federal Guns Free School Zone law by allowing concealed-carry licensees to carry 

within a school zone.  

  

Concealed carry permit holders are expected to follow the law and must stop their 

vehicle 1,000 feet from a school on a public road, unholster their gun, unload it, and put 

it back in their vehicle.  Permitting concealed carry on school grounds while 

transporting children makes Wisconsin law compatible with Federal law and allows 

law-abiding citizens to transport children without committing a felony. 

  

To clarify, this legislation is modeled after the Federal Guns Free School Zone law 

making it legal to carry a concealed weapon on school grounds while simultaneously 

allowing school boards and administrators to determine whether or not to permit the 

carry of concealed weapons within their local schools. 

  

If you would like to co-sponsor LRB-2797/1, please contact Senator Lazich's office at 6-

5400 or Rep. Brooks's office at 7-2369. 



 --------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

-------------------------------------------------------- 

Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau 

Current law prohibits a person from possessing a firearm on the grounds of a 

school.  A person who violates this prohibition is guilty of a Class I felony.  Under this 

bill, a person who has a license to carry a concealed weapon may possess a firearm on 

the grounds of a school but is prohibited from possessing a firearm in a building on the 

grounds of a school if instruction is provided to students in the building and if the 

building has signs posted at all entrances that notify the licensee not to enter or remain 

in the building while possessing a firearm.  A licensee who violates the prohibition is 

guilty of a Class A misdemeanor unless the licensee has a malicious intent, in which 

case the licensee is guilty of a Class I felony. 
  
  
 


