
Co-Sponsorship Memorandum 
  

DATE:              Tuesday, February 2, 2016 

TO:                  Legislative Colleagues 

FROM:             Senator Alberta Darling 

RE:                   Co-sponsorship of LRB 4398/1, relating to: requesting the Department of Health 
Services and the Department of Children and Families to seek waiver approval to 
create a sliding scale for eligibility for public benefit programs. 

DEADLINE:      Wednesday, February 3, 2016 at 5:00 p.m. 

I often hear from employers they have good, qualified individuals working for them and they 
would like to promote them to new roles with more responsibility and higher pay.  The problem 
is the employees who are receiving some government assistance have to turn them down. It's a 
rational choice when you consider the viewpoint of the employee. 

Under current law, an individual has to be within a certain range of the federal poverty level to 
receive benefits.  Once outside that range, regardless of by how much, they stop receiving 
those benefits. This is known as the "cliff effect" and keeps many of our citizens from advancing 
in their careers. 

Take for example a young working mother who relies on a child subsidy to be able to work.  If 
she is offered a chance at a promotion, it is unlikely that promotion would raise her salary 
enough to cover the cost of child care, but it is certainly likely to push her outside the range of 
eligibility for the child care subsidy. 

We should be doing everything we can to ensure people are able to remove themselves from 
reliance on government.  This will not only impact the family that will be better served by their 
government, but it will have a ripple effect in our economy and save taxpayer dollars in the long 
run.  Enabling individuals to escape the cycle of poverty will have a profound effect on our 
state. 

The state makes a strong commitment to help those in our society when they are in need.  That 
same government assistance helps to keep them trapped in their current situation.  It is time 
that we take a long-term view and help these individuals reach for new heights.  In time, they 
will eventually move off government assistance and be able to sustain themselves and their 
families independently.  In short, they will have had the hand-up that they need to create their 
American dream. 

If you would like to co-sponsor this legislation, please respond to this e-mail or contact Deej in 
Sen. Darling's office at 6-5830 by February 3, 2016. 

  

 


