
TO:                  Legislative Colleagues 
FROM:            Sen. Kathleen Vinehout and Rep. Chris Danou 
DATE:             February 1, 2016 
RE:                  Co-sponsorship of LRB 3715/1; Eliminating the County Population Requirement 

for DOA Annexation Reviews 
DEADLINE: 4pm on Friday, February 5th 
  
LRB 3715/1 eliminates the county population threshold for requiring the Department of 
Administration to review annexation proposals. Current law only allows municipal annexation 
reviews by DOA for annexations within counties that have a population of 50,000 or greater.  
  
Wisconsin has seen some of the largest annexations for some of the smallest cities recently. 
Counties have the decision to create zoning throughout the entire county or leave it up to the 
towns and municipalities. If a county is completely zoned, sand mining companies have found it 
easier to negotiate with villages and cities instead of with the counties. The result has been 
massive annexation proposals that sweep far beyond the existing city limits. 
  
The complexity of each massive annexation proposal is too much for our local property listers to 
handle. Eliminating the county population requirement for DOA review will ensure accuracy of 
each large scale annexation proposal. 
  
LRB 3715/1 has been introduced at the request of our local real property listers and is supported 
by the Wisconsin Real Property Listers Association (See attached letter). It is also supported by 
the Department of Administration. 
  
To sign onto this bill, either reply to this email or call Sen. Vinehout’s office at 6-8546 or Rep. 
Danou at 6-7015 or reply to this email. 
  
Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau 
This bill removes the limitation that requires the Department of Administration (DOA) to 
review proposed city or village annexations of town territory only in counties with a 
population of at least 50,000. 
  
Under current law, no city or village may annex town territory that is located in a county with 
a population of at least 50,000 people unless DOA reviews the proposed annexation and offers 
an opinion as to whether the annexation is in the public interest.  The city or village must 
review DOA’s advice before taking final action on the proposed annexation. 
  
For further information see the state and local fiscal estimate, which will be printed as an 
appendix to this bill. 
  
  
 


