
TO:  Legislative Colleagues 

  
FROM: Representative Jim Ott and Senator Alberta Darling 

  
SUBJ: LRB-1378/1 relating to: the commencement of fall classes in public schools. 
  
DATE: January 30, 2017 

  
Deadline: February 10, 2017 

  

  

Under current law, public schools cannot begin fall classes before September 1st. LRB-
1378 allows local school boards to determine the start date for the fall semester. It 
would not require districts to begin school before September 1st, nor will it affect the 
number of days schools are in session.  
  
There are compelling academic reasons for allowing school districts the authority to set 
a date for the start of fall classes. Many students take Advanced Placement (AP) 
courses throughout their academic year. Advanced Placement Exams, conducted 
usually in the first half of May, determines if the students will receive AP credit toward 
college. Since the College Board sets the Advanced Placement Exams, local school 
districts are unable to alter the administration of these tests. Once these tests conclude, 
many students remain in AP classes for several weeks which could have been better 
spent preparing for these tests beforehand. 
  
Furthermore, many students who participate in fall sports are already on campus 
because practices begin in August.  In many instances, schools schedule their first 
football game or another fall athletic competition before classes are in session. 
  
Due to the September 1st mandate, public schools cannot begin summer vacation until 
the second or third week of June. Many summer academic enrichment programs and 
mentoring opportunities have already started by this time, meaning public school 
students miss the beginning of these programs. 
  
School districts that choose an earlier start date would be able to dismiss earlier for 
summer vacation.  In past years, some schools have been holding commencement as 
late as June 18th.  LRB-1378 would return scheduling control back to school districts 
which are strongly supported by our local school superintendents. 
  

Please contact Rep. Jim Ott's office at 266-0486, Sen. Darling's office at 266-5830, or 
respond to this email by February 10, 2017, if you would like to co-sponsor LRB-1378. 
Co-sponsors who sign on will automatically be signed onto the companion unless 
otherwise requested. 
  
Thank you.  
  

Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau 



        With certain exceptions, current law prohibits a school district from beginning fall classes until 

September 1. Beginning in the 2018-19 school year, this bill eliminates this prohibition. 
  

  

  
 


