
TO:                 All Legislators 
  
FROM:           Representatives Peter Barca and Terese Berceau 

                        Senator Kathleen Vinehout 
  

DEADLINE:  February 18, 2015 
  
RE:                 UW-Extension Nanotechnology Hub - LRB 0531 - Cosponsorship 

  
Our state has a proud tradition of linking technology with public policy for the greater 
benefit.   The "Wisconsin Idea" comes from our history of fostering the technological 
breakthroughs pioneered at our universities and making the best scientific information 
available to our citizens.  From early discoveries in dairy farming and agriculture to the 
high-tech research of today this is an approach that has served our state well.  
  
Nanotechnology is an example of the type of cutting edge scientific research currently 
being explored.  Nanotechnology is the manipulation of matter at the molecular level, 
including diverse scientific fields like molecular biology, organic chemistry, 
semiconductor physics, and microfabrication (ex. computer chip development).  It is an 
area that will produce many of the medical, agricultural, and technological innovations of 
the future.  
  
This proposal will create a Nanotechology Hub at the UW-Extension to further 
exploration in this field and promote the development of nanotechnology businesses in 
our state and facilitate growth.  The hub can provide information and resources to guide 
the commercialization of the state's best research.  It also creates a Nanotechnology 
Council to set policies and priorities for the nanotechnology hub and to develop plans 
for the hub to sustain its own funding.  
  
Joint Legislative Council created a Special Committee on Nanotechnology to examine 
the issue of nanotechnology and the potential impact for our state.  The committee met 
from the fall of 2010 through the spring of 2011, heard testimony from national experts 
in the field, and both developed recommendations to the legislature and drafted this 
legislation as a Joint Legislative Council bill.  The March 2012 report from the committee 
is available here: http://legis.wisconsin.gov/lc/publications/rl/rl_2011_10.pdf. 
  
Our state's commitment to scientific research has made the lives of all citizens better 
and been a historic cornerstone of our economic success.  The citizens of our state will 
continue to benefit from our continued support for scientific exploration, particularly in 
this important field.  
  

If you would like to co-sponsor this bill, please contact Representative Barca's 

Office at 266-5504 / Rep.Barca@legis.wi.gov by 5pm February 18th.  There will 

also be a senate companion and cosponsors will be added to both bills. 
  

Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau 
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This bill requires the University of Wisconsin (UW) System Board of Regents to 

maintain a nanotechnology information hub (hub) in the UW−Extension, for at least five years, 

to promote the development of nanotechnology businesses in this state, and gather and 

disseminate information about environmental health and workplace safety related to 

nanotechnology.  The bill sets forth specific duties for the hub, including requiring the hub to 

report to the legislature on emerging nanotechnology health and safety information.  The bill also 

requires the hub, at the direction of the nanotechnology council described below, to identify 

needed legislation relating to nanotechnology safety and development. 
The bill creates a nanotechnology council to set policies and priorities for the hub and to 

make grants for research and development related to nanotechnology, subject to the availability 

of funding.  The bill does not appropriate any funds for grants but rather directs the hub to seek 

and compete for federal, state, or other funding to support its activities and to be used by the 

nanotechnology council to make grants.  The nanotechnology council consists of the following 

members (or their designees):  the director of the state laboratory of hygiene; the secretary of 

natural resources; the secretary of agriculture, trade and consumer protection; the secretary of 

health services; the secretary of workforce development; the chief executive officer of the 

Wisconsin Economic Development Corporation; the administrator of the Division of Emergency 

Management in the Department of Military Affairs; the president of the UW System; the 

president of the technical college system board; and the president of the board of the Wisconsin 

Technology Council.  The council also has five members each of whom represents one of the 

following interests:  environmental interests; consumer protection; public health; economic 

development; and technology transfer.  These five members are nominated by the governor, 

selected from a list of names submitted by organizations representing the relevant 

interest.  These members are confirmed by the senate and serve staggered three−year terms. 

The bill requires the nanotechnology council to meet at least twice each year and must 

develop and implement plans for the nanotechnology information hub to sustain its own funding. 
  
 


