
To:       All Legislators 

From:  Rep. Thiesfeldt, Rep. Fields, Sen. Stroebel and Sen. Taylor 

Date:   January 24th, 2017 

Re:       LRB 0506/2 - relating to: publication of proceedings of meetings held by certain 

governmental bodies. 
  
This bill will allow municipalities, school districts, counties, and technical colleges to satisfy the 

legal requirements of publishing meeting minutes by posting them on a website and one public 

place.  Current law generally requires meeting minutes to be placed in the local 

newspaper.  Keep in mind that minutes are the record of already conducted business--not 

prospective actions to be taken. 

  
This long overdue legislative proposal is supported by the Wisconsin Association of School 

Boards, Wisconsin Counties Association, Wisconsin Technical College District Boards 

Association, School Administrators Alliance, Wisconsin League of Municipalities, Dane County 

Cities' & Villages' Association, the Southeastern Wisconsin Schools Alliance and the Wisconsin 

Rural Schools Alliance.     

  
Having meeting minutes in one electronic searchable location on a website allows for greater 

access for everyone (not just newspaper subscribers) and cost savings for taxpayers through 

school districts, municipalities, tech colleges, and counties.  In our digital age this is an 

unnecessary expense.  
  
This bill does not preclude an entity from continuing to spend taxpayer dollars on publishing 

meeting minutes in the local newspaper if they wish.  If they don't have a website and meet 

certain publishing requirements already they must publish their minutes as they do currently.  

  
The following is a sampling of yearly savings from a few school districts:  Green Bay would 

save $12,000, Fond du Lac $4,440, Waupaca $1,414, Reedsburg $2,700, Florence 

$3,482.  Another sampling of yearly savings from municipalities include: Wausau $3,602, La 

Crosse $4,410, Eau Claire $11,283, Dodgeville $3,400, Beloit $2,136.  Gateway Technical 

College stated they would save approximately $12,000 per year.  Southwest Tech plans to use 

any savings to buy student recruitment ads in their local papers.  Outagamie County can point to 

around $6,500 savings annually, Columbia county around $2,800, Marathon $7,200, Crawford 

$2,500, Fond du Lac $7,208, Brown $5,000 and up, and Wood county $13,200.  
  
Feel free to contact your local communities, school districts, tech colleges and counties to 

ascertain the savings of your legislative district.    

  
Please contact Rep. Thiesfeldt's office by email or at 6-3156 by Tuesday, February 7th, 4 p.m., if 

you would like to co-sponsor this legislation.  You will automatically be added to the Senate bill 

unless directed otherwise.  
  

Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau 
  



This bill authorizes city councils and the boards of villages, counties, school districts, and 

technical college districts to satisfy their legal obligation to publish the proceedings of regular 

and special meetings by posting a copy of the proceedings in a public place and electronically 

placing a copy of the proceedings on the Internet site maintained by the respective governmental 

unit. Generally, proceedings are defined as the substance of every official action taken by a local 

governing body at any meeting of the governing body.  With some exceptions, current law 

requires each of these governmental units to publish proceedings of meetings held by the council 

or board in a newspaper published in the jurisdiction. 
  

 


