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Capitol Christmas Tree Delivery Set for Wednesday, November 
18 

  

Madison – Wisconsin’s 2015 State Capitol Christmas Tree will be harvested, loaded, and 
transported this week, arriving at the State Capitol on Wednesday, November 18th.  The 
Great Lakes Timber Professionals Association has agreed to donate their time to harvest 
and transport the tree that was provided by Brad and Elizabeth Kowieski of Rhinelander. 

  

“We would like to thank the Kowieski family for donating the 2015 Capitol Christmas Tree,” 
Governor Walker said.  “Families from around the state have the chance to enjoy a 
beautifully decorated State Capitol during the holiday season, and our tree is a focal point 
of those decorations.  Our thanks to the Great Lake Timber Professionals Association as 
well for harvesting and transporting this balsam fir to Madison.” 

  

“Our family is excited for the harvest and delivery of the Christmas tree to our State Capitol 
from Hodag Country,” said Brad Kowieski.  “The 4th grade class from Nativity Our Lord 
Catholic School will witness the tree cutting by experts in the timber industry, with an 
opportunity to learn about forestry and its economical and historical importance to 
Wisconsin.  We look forward to this wonderful event and the opportunity to donate our 
tree for visitors in the State Capitol to enjoy during the holiday season.” 

  

Wisconsin Sports-themed ornaments for the Capitol Christmas Tree can still be submitted 
until Wednesday, November 25, 2015.  Submissions can be made to: 

  

Claire Franz 

DOA/Division of Facilities Management 

17 West Main Street, Suite 119 



Madison, WI 53703 

  

Below is the timeline for the harvesting and transportation of the tree to the Wisconsin 
State Capitol: 

  

Tuesday, November 17th, 2015 

         10:00 AM – The tree will be harvested in Rhinelander.  Grant Zelazoski of Pelican 
Lake will be the harvester operator and Ponsse North America will be donating the 
use of a harvester to cut down the tree. 

  

Wednesday, November 18th, 2015 

         6:30 AM – Dennis and Troy Schoeneck of Pelican Lake, who are transporting the 
tree, will leave Rhinelander. 

         8:30 – 10:00 AM – Reynolds Crane will set up at the East Washington entrance of 
the Wisconsin State Capitol. 

         10:00 AM –  Dennis and Troy Schoeneck will arrive with the tree via the East 
Washington Entrance. 

         10:00 AM – 12:30 PM – The Reynolds Crane will unload the 2015 Capitol Christmas 
Tree to the East Washington porch, and the tree will be wrapped again with a tarp. 

  
The Capitol Christmas Tree will be brought into the Capitol on Monday, November 30, 
2015. 
  
Members of the media interested in getting footage of the tree harvest on Tuesday should 
contact Brad Kowieski at (715) 369-9213 by Monday, November 16, 2015 at 5:00 
PM.  Members of the media interested in getting footage of the tree being unloaded on 
Wednesday onto the East Washington porch of the Wisconsin State Capitol should contact 
Tristan Cook at (608) 264-6389 by Monday, November 16, 2015 at 5:00 PM. 
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