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WisconsinEye Highlights Value of 
School-Based Mental Health Services and Supports 

 

This week WisconsinEye “Newsmakers” is featuring an indepth discussion on student mental health 

in Wisconsin K-12 public schools. The timely coverage of this issue coincides with active efforts by a 

coalition of schools, mental health providers and family advocates that is seeking legislation to 

improve mental health awareness and services in schools across Wisconsin. 
 

One in five children arrives at school with a diagnosable mental health condition that interferes 

with their ability to learn and, in many cases, is accompanied by behaviors that are disruptive to the 

classroom. Students with mental health conditions are more likely to be truant, suspended from 

school, and less likely to graduate. Even more concerning, Wisconsin’s teen suicide rate is higher 

than the national average. 
 

The Coalition for Advancing School-Based Mental Health in Wisconsin, comprised of more than 25 

supporting organizations, is advancing a proposal to create sustainable funding for school mental 

health programs statewide. The proposal seeks resources to cover services that are not currently 

provided through Individual Education Plans (IEPs) or by school mental health professionals. 
 

As a member of the Coalition, WAFCA supports the growing awareness of this issue and of the 

numerous, successful school–based models across the state that have reduced mental health 

symptoms, increased student functioning and improved academic performance.  
 

In response to the Wisconsin Eye feature, WAFCA Executive Director Linda A. Hall stated, “We 

appreciate the spotlight on this critical issue. Our members have significant experience working 

with schools to deliver effective mental health services and supports. For a modest investment 

Wisconsin can fill the gaps between existing public and private funding sources, giving students 

across the state access to services that will help them thrive.”  

– END – 

 Proposal: Advancing Expanded School Mental Health Services in Wisconsin 

 Background Paper: Advancing Expanded School Mental Health Services in Wisconsin Key Elements 

and Best Practices 

WAFCA is a member association that works to improve the lives of families and children in Wisconsin.  

Our member agencies provide a wide array of prevention and supportive services such as foster care, in-home support, 

counseling, and mental health treatment. WAFCA represents over 50 child and family serving agencies and leaders in the field 

and advocates for the more than 225,000 individuals and families that they serve each year. 
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