
 

 

Proud to Invest in Infrastructure, Long-Term Solutions Needed 

  

Last week the Joint Committee on Finance in a bipartisan manner voted to support 

our state’s commerce and infrastructure by authorizing $350 million in bonding for 

major road projects. I am proud to have voted for the continuation of crucial 

projects around our state. This will not only help move valuable resources 

throughout our state, but keep our citizens safe.  While I am not a fan of bonding 

for projects, the safety of our citizens takes precedent. With that said, compared to 

the 2013-15 state budget, we brought down bonding by 67%, authorizing only 

$652 million in new bonding. To put that into perspective, Governor Jim Doyle’s 

last budget had a staggering $3.6 billion worth of bonding. 

  

However, we recognize the importance of tackling this problem head on. Our gas 

user fee was last increased in 2003, the value of that has been declining rapidly 

through inflation and increased fuel efficiency. Our state’s roads are suffering, and 

we are nearing the end of the road. A crisis is inevitable without action. According 

to an April 2015 report done by the National Transportation Research Group, 

nearly 22% of Wisconsin’s major roads are in poor condition. It is estimated that 

these poor roads cost Wisconsin motorists $2.1 billion a year, or nearly $529 per 

motorist. It is both irresponsible and unsustainable to keep borrowing for our roads 

without a consistent funding source. Wisconsin has 112,363 miles of public 

roadway and we refuse to pass this problem along to future generations. 

  

Earlier in the year, Department of Transportation Secretary Mark Gottleib 

presented a proposal which included several ideas to raise revenue for the 

transportation fund. One idea in particular that interests us is tolling. Secretary 

Gottleib has asked to study the feasibility of tolling in Wisconsin. In order to begin 

tolling out of state drivers who place wear and tear on our roads, Congress would 

need to change a federal law allowing widespread tolling, however the first step is 

to determine if this is even possible in Wisconsin. In 2008, it was estimated that 

tolling could bring in $600 million gross revenue per year on average. We believe 

now is the time to revisit this set of suggestions; otherwise we will be faced with 

the same situation that we are today in a couple years. This is truly a bipartisan 

issue. We are ready to lead on solving our states transportation crisis, and call on 



 

 

all legislative leaders from both sides of the aisle to sit down and join us to discuss 

how we can stop passing the buck down to our children and grandchildren. 
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