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Rep. Thiesfeldt Calls for an End to Paid Patriotism at Sporting Events 
New Report shows Packers, Brewers, and UW Sports receive money to honor veterans  

 

Madison –Today, Rep. Jeremy Thiesfeldt (R-Fond du Lac) is calling upon Wisconsin teams 

that accept money from the US Department of Defense (DoD) to reject or donate those 

profits to local veterans’ organizations.  This week, a 150 page report released by US 

Senators John McCain and Jeff Flake reveals sports associations and colleges accepted 

monetary compensation from the DoD for honoring veterans or promoting the US military 

services in some way.  Senators McCain and Flake called the practice “paid patriotism.”  

 

Thiesfeldt stated, “Fans attending games enjoy seeing patriotic displays and veterans 

honored, but do not expect to find out that the teams were profiting from these recognitions.  

Sports franchises are very profitable and should be honoring our veterans and military as a 

matter of public service, not for a profit.  Our Wisconsin sports teams are already receiving 

taxpayer funding for their stadiums.  Some of them also benefit from exemptions to federal 

anti-trust law.  Service members past and present deserve heartfelt honor, respect and the 

goodwill of our sports team.”  

 

According to multiple reports, over the course of 2011-2014, the Green Bay Packers, the 

Milwaukee Brewers, and the University of Wisconsin have received tens of thousands of 

dollars in compensation for a variety of military and veteran recognitions. 

 

“Clearly a distinction needs to be made by teams between paid advertising supporting 

military branches and free, heartfelt patriotic displays.  I was dismayed to see our Wisconsin 

teams have accepted compensation for what appears to be above and beyond costs to 

coordinate and host high profile events honoring our nation’s best and bravest.  I hope our 

teams will consider donating any profits to local veteran organizations or, if possible, simply 

host events without any compensation from the DoD,” Thiesfeldt concluded.  

 

Wisconsin professional and collegiate sports organizations reportedly have been receiving 

contracted funds from our military services in exchange for ceremonies and promotions 

honoring veterans and military service.  Senators McCain and Flake drafted an amendment to 

the National Defense Authorization Act which would have encouraged these organizations to 

donate the profits they received for paid patriotism to groups that assist veterans and their 

families.  
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http://www.mccain.senate.gov/public/_cache/files/12de6dcb-d8d8-4a58-8795-562297f948c1/tackling-paid-patriotism-oversight-report.pdf

