
 

 

 

 

 
 

News Release 
 

State Approves Amish Religious Waiver Request over 

Eau Claire County’s Recommendation of Denial 
 Created by legislation, the new Religious Waiver allows Amish families to comply with Wisconsin’s modern 

building code without violating beliefs (avoiding court dates, fines, court-ordered evictions and even risk of arrest) 
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Eau Claire, WI— Eau Claire County’s eight-month effort to placard-evict an Amish family from their 

home for not having a smoke alarm and modern plumbing may finally be ending. In a letter to Eau Claire 

County dated November 6, 2015, the Wisconsin Department of Safety and Professional Services (DSPS) 

approved Amos and Vera Borntreger’s Religious Waiver from certain provisions of the Uniform 

Dwelling Code. DSPS approved the waiver despite the county’s recommendation for denial. 

 

“The decision allows this Amish family with young children to sign their building permit and follow the 

permit process, including paying fees and having inspections,” said Matthew Krische, attorney for the 

Borntreger’s. He added, “It’s definitely the light at the end of a very long tunnel.” 

 

“This will hopefully mark the end of a very expensive decade-long battle where the county used all its 

powers—even placard-evicting Amish families from their homes—to force compliance to every part of 

the modern building code,” said David Mortimer, Member, National Committee for Amish Religious 

Freedom, Eau Claire Chapter. “In the end, the county’s actions had very little to do with public health and 

safety, and more to do with enforcing a modern building code created by politically connected interest 

groups.” 

 

The religious waiver, recently created by legislation (2015 WI Act 5), was designed to allow Amish 

families to comply with Wisconsin’s modern building code without violating their centuries-old religious 

beliefs. In Eau Claire County, the waiver will help the Amish avoid more fines, court dates, court-ordered 
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evictions and even the risk of arrest. Pennsylvania and Kentucky also have similar religious waivers to 

their building codes.
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“Amish families will now no longer be summoned to court dates, face ruinous six-figure fines, or be put 

out of their homes by the Sheriff just because they have religious objections to smoke alarms and modern 

plumbing,” said Rachel Lane, an Amish advocate. Rachel also spoke to the County Board on September 

15 and presented a copy of 1,300 petition signatures representing concerned citizens who urged elected 

leaders to respect Amish religious liberty and the right to request a religious waiver to portions of the 

Uniform Dwelling Code. 

 

The Placard-eviction of the Amos and Vera Borntreger home in Fairchild began on March 26. Sheriff's 

deputies arrived and told the Amish family with young children that a court order was being enforced and 

that the family had to leave their home. Deputies stapled the Health Department’s eviction Placard 

(signed by Steve Maley, Department of Planning and Development) to the home’s front door. The Placard 

declared the home unfit for human habitation because it did not comply with the modern building code. 

The officers also taped "Do Not Cross-Police Tape" over the door. The officers said they would be back 

and warned the family that if they had not vacated their home they could be arrested.  

 

The next day, attorney Matthew Krische successfully petitioned a Wisconsin Appellate court to consider 

the Amish family’s case. As a result, the Borntreger family was not forcibly removed from their home. 

(An abeyance, over Eau Claire County’s objection, was granted on March 27 in Eau Claire County Court 

to temporarily stop the placard eviction.)   

 

In 2012, Sheriff deputies enforced the court ordered placard-eviction of Henry and Sara Mast, an elderly 

Amish couple in Fairchild. They were forced from their home and their doors were padlocked, in part, 

because they would not install a smoke alarm.  

 

---END-- 

 

 

BACKGROUND: 
 

The Religious Waiver form on the DSPS website:  
http://dsps.wi.gov/Programs/Industry-Services/Industry-Services-Programs/One-and-Two-Family-UDC/One-and-TwoFamily-Dwellings-
Uniform-Dwelling-Code-Forms/ 
 

Statute (section 101.648) that created the Religious Waiver: 
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/statutes/statutes/101/II/648 

 
 

 

 

 

The National Committee for Amish Religious Freedom was founded in 1967 at the University of Chicago for the 

purpose of preserving the religious liberty of the Old Order Amish. The Amish are frequently threatened by laws 

and regulations made for modern industrialized society—laws which could destroy the Amish religious community. 

The Committee has supported the Amish and assisted with legal cases and seeks to make the United States a land 

where all religions are free—including the Amish—to practice their religious way of life as long as they pose no 

grave dangers to themselves or others. The Committee is made up of professors, lawyers, clergy, historians, 

theologians and citizens from many religious faiths, all non-Amish, whose only interest is humanitarian. The Eau 

Claire Chapter Facebook Page is found at: www.facebook.com/EauClaireCountyAmish . 
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  s. 7210.901 (b), Penn. Stats., s. 101.2.1, Kentucky Building Code. 
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