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Students, Alumni, Faculty, and Community Members speak out against UW Budget Cuts 
  
MILWAUKEE – Opposition to the proposed public authority and budget cuts to the University of 
Wisconsin System was again prominent at the second Joint Finance Committee hearing at Alverno 
College today. 
  
“Today, the members of the Joint Finance Committee heard more stories of Wisconsin residents and 
alumni who are opposed to the massive budget cuts and unnecessary public authority,” said Dr. 
Kelly Wilz, a faculty member at UW-Marshfield/Wood County who is serving as volunteer Chairperson of 
Save The Wisconsin Idea. “Earlier this week, we heard from dozens of community members speaking in 
favor of public education in Brillion, and today more students, alumni, faculty members, and concerned 
community members made their voice heard. We strongly urge the members of the Joint Finance 
Committee to listen to these stories and the individuals testifying in support of a strong, affordable 
university system and reduce the harmful budget cuts.” 
  
Governor Walker’s proposed $300 million budget cut and plan for a public authority for the University of 

Wisconsin System have received intense public criticism. Opposition to budget cuts for K-12 public 

education and the University of Wisconsin System have dominated the first two Joint Finance 

Committee public hearings, numerous lawmakers of both parties have indicated they do not support the 

Governor’s plan, and legislative leaders are looking to reduce the budget cut and retain oversight for 

the University of Wisconsin System.  

“Legislators should reject the public authority and fully fund higher education in Wisconsin,” added Wilz. 
“The University of Wisconsin is the engine of our state’s economy, and a robust university system will 
help to move Wisconsin forward.” 
 
University advocates and parents and teachers from Wisconsin public schools also expressed concern 
today that most of the Joint Finance hearings are far from population centers, hard to get to, and held at 
very inconvenient times for working families. 
 
"These hearings have been, and will continue to be, dominated by those opposed to the cuts to 
education," said Wilz. "The Joint Finance Committee should respond to these strong voices of citizens by 
eliminating the funding cuts for the UW and K-12, rejecting changes to Chapter 36 and the imposition of 
a public authority, stopping expansion of a voucher program that comes at the expense of public schools 
for no discernible educational benefit, and protecting accessible, quality technical colleges." 
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