
 
 
 
 

 
For Immediate Release: Contact: Andy Suchorski 
May 6, 2015 414-213-8838 
 

 “Actually, it’s an easy choice” to invest in education 
 
MILWAUKEE—Education-related groups fighting for more investment in local public schools and the 
state university system renewed their call for more state investment in education today, following 
reports that state revenue would not be higher than previously expected. 
 
“This morning, the Legislative Fiscal Bureau announced that revenues would not be higher than 
previously expected for the next few years, but that doesn’t make doing the right thing any harder,” said 
Prof. Kelly Wilz of UW-Marshfield, who serves as Chair of “Save The Wisconsin Idea,” a volunteer-led 
advocacy coalition. “Actually, it’s an easy choice. There are simple ways to invest properly in education in 
this budget, starting with accepting the federal Medicaid dollars and wiping out a paltry property tax cut.” 
 
According to the Wisconsin Budget Project, if Wisconsin were to expand Medicaid as expected under the 
Affordable Care Act, tens of thousands more citizens would be covered, and more than $300 million 
would be made available to plug Governor Walker’s budget hole. In addition, the proposed “cup of coffee” 
property tax scheme that would give the average family about the cost of a Starbucks drink every month 
could be eliminated, saving more than $200 million. Together, cuts to K-12 education and the UW System 
could be entirely restored. 
 
“We need to invest in our schools so Wisconsin kids have a chance to compete in a global economy,” said 
Angela McManaman, President of Parents for Public Schools-Milwaukee, and the mother of three 
Milwaukee Public School students. “Cutting per-pupil aid is short-sighted and devastating to budget 
planning for public schools all across the state, and we can do better if we just make better choices.” 
 
Groups across Wisconsin, including Save Our Schools in Wauwatosa, Kids First in Whitefish Bay, and 
School Funding Reform for Wisconsin in Stevens Point, have been calling for more investments in 
schools. The Chambers of Commerce in both Madison and Milwaukee this week called for reducing cuts 
to education in order to help Wisconsin’s economy. Today, supporters of public education like “I Love My 
Public School” and “Save the Wisconsin Idea” endorsed the “Better Choices Budget” that calls for 
reinvestment in education and other priorities. 
 
For more information on the Better Choices Budget, see wisconsinbudgetproject.org.  ### 
 

Can you join us? And help us get out the word? 414-209-4236 

Please say yes, we truly are stronger together. savethewisconsinidea@gmail.com 


