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Menomonie, Wis. — The STEPS for Girls program at University of Wisconsin-Stout plans to 
celebrate 20 years of helping middle school girls take positive steps in their lives. 

A reception will be held from 1 to 6 p.m. Tuesday, July 26, in the ballrooms of the Memorial 
Student Center. The event, which will include a silent auction, tours and activities, is for STEPS 
alumni, their families and past and present sponsors. For more information, email 
steps@uwstout.edu or call 715-232-5510. 

More than 3,000 girls entering seventh grade have participated in STEPS since it was founded in 
1997. STEPS stands for Science, Technology and Engineering Preview Summer program. 

Groups of about 40 girls participate in one of four weeklong programs each summer. The first 
program this summer began July 10, and the final program begins July 31. 

One of the goals of STEPS is to introduce girls to career fields that are typically male-dominated. A 
survey conducted after about 10 years ago showed that girls who went through STEPS were three 
times more likely than non-STEPS girls to choose engineering and science-related fields for their 
careers. 

The director of STEPS is Wendy Stary, an associate professor and director of the UW-Stout 
undergraduate program in plastics engineering.  

The STEPS experience focuses on many STEM-related fields through the fabrication of a unique 
product, an obstacle-avoiding robot, the Bug Bot, in a realistic production setting. Girls have 
hands-on lab sessions for packaging, plastics, electronics, automation and foundry and produce 
essential components for the robot.  
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Physics, chemistry, biology and math activities provide background for the project. 
Communication skills are sharpened in cross-media graphics and multimedia design. 

Girls see all aspects of a manufacturing process, including building antennas in an automation class 
and make cases in a packaging class to carry their robots. 

On the final day of the week, girls run the completed robots through obstacle courses in a low-key 
competition to see whose perform the best. 

All STEPS activities are presented by university faculty or professionals; most of those presenting 
are women. Many UW-Stout students and departments are involved. 

Sponsors fund about 30 percent of the program, with tuition covering 40 percent and UW-Stout 
30 percent. For more information about the program and sponsorship e-mail steps@uwstout.edu 
or go to www.uwstout.edu/steps. 
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STEPS for Girls participants work with Professor Brian Finder on a project in July at the UW-Stout 
foundry. 
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