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Governor Walker Signs Senate Bill 265 into Law; measure provides flexibility for public library system efficiency  
 
The Wisconsin Library Association (WLA) expressed gratitude to Governor Scott Walker for signing Senate Bill 265 
into law on Wednesday, November 11.  The bill passed both houses of the Legislature on bipartisan voice votes 
after receiving unanimous committee support.    
 
Senate Bill 265 was co-authored by Senator Stephen Nass (R-Whitewater) and Representative Cody Horlacher (R- 
Mukwonago). It allows boards of trustees for federated public library systems with territory in two or more 
counties to have a minimum of eleven members instead of the previous 15.  
 
The measure was introduced in response to the new Bridges Library System being formed by Waukesha and 
Jefferson Counties. It will not only create some cost savings for smaller library systems, but also address the need 
to find enough qualified individuals willing to serve on library system boards. 
 
WLA President John Pollitz, Director of Libraries at UW-Eau Claire, stated, “It has been gratifying to have the 
support of legislative leaders from both parties and Governor Walker behind this positive change.” Pollitz noted 
that WLA members from the across the state were engaged in the process, whether or not the bill affected the 
library system in their particular region, and thanked the WLA Library Development and Legislation Committee for 
their oversight.    
 
Public library systems range in size from one to ten counties. They provide all Wisconsin residents with access to 
cost efficient high-quality library service needed to meet personal, work, educational, and community goals. 
Before the development of public library systems, many state residents had no legal access to any public library; 
many more only had access to substandard library service.  
 
The Wisconsin legislature approved legislation in 1971 enabling the creation of public library systems to address 
the limitations of relying solely on local support and coordination of library service. The creation of public library 
systems fostered the establishment of a strong network of resource sharing and mutually beneficial 
interdependence among community public libraries. All of Wisconsin's 72 counties and 387 public libraries are 
voluntary library system members. 
 
WLA is a professional organization representing all types of libraries – school, public, academic and special.  Its 
membership comprises 1,500 librarians and support staff, library trustees, friends of libraries, and business 
vendors who advocate and work for the improvement of library services for all Wisconsin citizens. 
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