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Risser: Republican Corruption Agenda Poised to Pass Senate 

 
State Senator Fred Risser (D-Madison) said that the State Senate is poised to pass legislation to 
eliminate the non-partisan state Government Accountability Board and replace it with a group of 
hand-picked political appointees.  The Senate is also scheduled to vote on legislation to rewrite the 
state’s campaign finance laws to legalize collusion between candidates and outside secret money 
groups, and allow increased secret contributions from wealthy individuals and corporations.  
 
“Today’s proposed action by the Majority Senate Republicans will continue their destruction of an 
open, transparent and accessible government in Wisconsin.  The state is hemorrhaging jobs, our 
public schools are crumbling, and our middle class is disappearing faster than any other state. Yet 
Republican legislators are focused on protecting their own jobs at the expense of these very 
significant issues facing the state.” Risser said. 
 
The bill to eliminate the non-partisan and nationally recognized Government Accountability Board 
(GAB) will replace it with two commissions made up of political appointees.  This model is very 
similar to the previous partisan-controlled State Elections Board and Ethics Board which was often 
gridlocked and ineffectual, and in place during the caucus scandal that resulted in the criminal 
conviction of several legislative leaders.   
 
“I feel strongly that it is important for Wisconsin to retain an independent agency to ensure that 
elections, ethics, campaign finance and lobbying laws are administered and enforced in a transparent 
nonpartisan manner.” Risser said.   
 
“The bills before us to eliminate the GAB and rewrite campaign finance laws are an affront to good 
government. The public deserves better from their elected officials and Wisconsin citizens should 
remember the votes of their legislators on these issue.” Risser concluded. 
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