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May 27, 2015 

 

 

 

Dear Governor Walker and Members of the Wisconsin Legislature: 

 

 

As president of the newly-formed Wisconsin Distillers Guild that includes 20 

distilleries and collectively employs over 100 workers, I am deeply concerned by 

rumors that our state legislators are quietly considering slipping provisions into the 

state budget that would re-start the Liquor Wars from 1999. 

 

Most Wisconsin residents remember Madison’s last liquor war in 1999. In the end, 

a restrictive law was passed severely limiting the competition that wine and liquor 

distributors face.  A covert wholesaler is now attempting to push through the 

provisions of that original legislation that were vetoed by former Governor 

Thompson.   

 

The measure would mandate that a supplier abide by the terms of the original 

contract with his wholesaler even if that distributorship is transferred to another 

owner who may be a complete stranger, or passed down to a family member who 

may have no experience in the business.  

 

In previously vetoing this measure, Governor Thompson said, “I am also vetoing 

the additional protections to wholesalers if either a successor wholesaler succeeds 

to the ownership or control of a wholesaler’s business, or if any assets or activity 

of a distiller’s intoxicating liquor business is transferred to another person.  I am 

concerned about the extent to which these provisions will unfairly 

disadvantage liquor distillers in establishing contractual relationships with 

wholesalers.” 

 

Suppliers of spirits need to maintain the right to choose the best wholesaler for 

each of our brands in order to maintain competition and ensure that consumers 

receive the best possible service. This is basic business economics – and the 

American way. 

 

By granting monopoly rights to wholesalers, we suppliers will be unable to ensure 



that the hundreds of retailers who sell our brands to the public are well-served by 

the wholesaler. This lack of competition would inevitably have a negative impact 

on the consumer through increased prices and decreased selection. Clearly this 

threatens, not protects, the public interest. 

 

Our group of small, local Wisconsin distilleries strongly urge you not to support 

this special-interest effort. The legislature should not allow itself to be swayed by 

covert wholesalers who want the government to provide special protection from 

competition and guarantee their business at the expense of hundreds of retailers 

and thousands of consumers. These secret backroom dealings are bad for 

consumers, bad for small businesses and bad for Wisconsin. 

 

Sincerely, 

Guy Rehorst  

Founder, Great Lakes Distillery, LLC 

President, Wisconsin Distillers Guild, Inc 

211 Canal Road 

Waterloo, WI 53594 


