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Peace Action Wisconsin Applauds Representatives Moore, Pocan and Kind for Voting Against Defense Bill 

  

Statewide – 

 

The House today passed the 2016 National Defense Authorization Act (NDAA), the annual bill that sets Department of 

Defense policies and spending. Peace Action Wisconsin applauds Wisconsin Representatives Moore, Pocan and Kind for 

voting against the NDAA. Each year the amount of pork and waste in the NDAA draws criticism from members of both 

parties.  

 

One of the most controversial components of the legislation is the so-called “Overseas Contingency Operations” budget, a 

$96 billion account added on top of the base military budget. This mechanism was originally used to allocate funding for 

the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan but has increasingly been manipulated to increase military spending beyond mandated 

budget caps. The OCO account has been so abused by Congress that it is now frequently referred to as a “slush fund” to pay 

for inefficient and unnecessary programs, many of which the military has openly stated it doesn’t want. 

 

“The NDAA is filled with billions of dollars in pork, waste and corporate handouts that ultimately divert funds away from 

the vital public programs like public transit and healthcare that are critical to our personal security and well-being,” said 

Peace Action Wisconsin Director Mitch Sandquist. 

 

As the leader of the Wisconsin Job Security Coalition, Peace Action Wisconsin has been working with elected officials, 

community, labor, environment and fellow peace organizations to advocate for increased assistance for companies and 

communities to transition from military to sustainable production. 

 

“Wisconsinites are fed up with our public services facing cut after cut while billions of dollars are being thrown into the 

Pentagon’s money pit,” said Angelique Rogers, Steering Committee President. 

 

Peace Action Wisconsin and the Wisconsin Job Security Coalition will continue to mobilize Wisconsin citizens in support 

of policies that protect jobs by building the sustainable economy of the future rather than perpetuating our economic 

dependency on Pentagon pork. 

 

# # #  
Peace Action Wisconsin is an organization dedicated to making the connections between international issues and our local community, with the goal of 

achieving true social and economic equality, environmental preservation, and the abolishment of the threat of nuclear warfare. 
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