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Lassa: JFC Motions on UW, DNR a Disaster 
 

MADISON -- State Senator Julie Lassa (D-Stevens Point) issued the following statement today after the 

Legislative Joint Finance Committee voted on budget changes regarding the UW System and the Department of 

Natural Resources: 

“Once again, the majority members of Joint Finance are trying to position themselves as saving both the 

UW System and the Stewardship Program from the highly unpopular cuts the Governor had proposed.  

However, once again, the amendments they introduced will be nothing but a disaster for the people of 

Wisconsin. 

“Reducing by only 17 percent the massive $300 million cut to the UW System the Governor proposed 

will do nothing to stop the bleeding at campuses that are losing quality staff and struggling to cope with the cuts 

they’ve already absorbed.  On top of that, the amendment ends both tenure and shared governance, which will 

be a further incentive for quality faculty members to leave the UW System.   And JFC specifically eliminates 

the nursing program at UW-Stevens Point. Far from saving our university system, the Republicans on JFC have 

dealt it a terrible blow that will make it even harder to get an affordable, high-quality college education in 

Wisconsin.  When you consider the damage this will do to our workforce development and job creation efforts, 

it takes your breath away. 

“The DNR amendment was equally distressing.  The Stewardship Program may not be frozen as the 

Governor had wanted, but its budget has once again been slashed and new restrictions put in place that limit the 

program’s ability to preserve our wild and scenic lands.  And the Republican amendment keeps the Governor’s 

proposal to gut staff scientist positions at the DNR, despite the fact that it will save the taxpayers nothing.   Here 

in Central Wisconsin, we have serious groundwater protection issues that will require the participation of skilled 

scientists to solve.  Today’s motion puts those positions in jeopardy.  JFC also went along with eliminating 

environmental education programs that help our kids and all of us understand our relationship with the 

environment. Finally, the amendment makes sweeping new changes to shore land zoning requirements.  This is 

a non-fiscal policy issue that doesn’t belong in the budget, and never had a public hearing at which experts and 

citizens could make their voices heard.    

“Republicans in the Legislature want to make it look like they fixed the Governor’s unpopular budget, 

but in many ways they are making it worse.  I will work with my colleagues to try to amend these reckless, 

shortsighted provisions when the budget reaches the Senate floor.” 
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