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Court of Appeal Judges Higginbotham, Sherman and Blanchard Endorse Everett Mitchell 
Cite His Experience as an Assistant District Attorney as Crucial in Handling a High Caseload 

 

Madison – Three judges from the Wisconsin Court of Appeals endorsed Everett Mitchell today for Dane County Circuit Court, 

pointing to the depth and breadth of experience gained while working in the Dane County District Attorney’s office. 

 

"Everett Mitchell’s work as an Assistant District Attorney is the exact type of experience one needs to take on the role of a 

County Circuit Court Judge,” stated Judge Paul B. Higginbotham, Fourth District Court of Appeals. “Mitchell handled hundreds 

of cases. It was common for him to walk into a courtroom on any given morning with a stack twenty folders deep. That’s real 

experience that few attorneys possess, and great preparation to handle the caseload of a Circuit Court Judge.” 

 

"County prosecutors spend more time in the courtroom than any other kind of lawyer, and it is excellent training for serving on 

the Circuit Court,” said Judge Gary E. Sherman, Fourth District Court of Appeals. “Everett Mitchell’s experience in handling 

such a high volume of cases as an Assistant District Attorney gives me the confidence he will be an asset as a Judge.” 

 

"It was a privilege for me, in 2010, to hire Everett Mitchell to represent the people of Wisconsin as an assistant district attorney, 

and it is a great pleasure now to support him in this campaign for the opportunity to administer justice fairly and impartially as a 

circuit court judge.” said Judge Brian W. Blanchard, Fourth District Court of Appeals. 

  

Court of Appeals Judge Paul B. Higginbotham began his legal career in 1985 as a staff attorney for the Legal Aid Society of 

Milwaukee. In 1992, he became the first African American Municipal Judge in Madison. He went on to become the first African 

American Dane County Circuit Court Judge, and is the first and only African American to serve on the Wisconsin Court of 

Appeals.  

  

Judge Gary E. Sherman started on the Court of Appeals in May of 2010. He is a former President of the State Bar of Wisconsin, 

and served 12 years in the Wisconsin Assembly. 

 

Court of Appeals Judge Brian W. Blanchard served seven years as an Assistant United States Attorney in Chicago, followed by 

four years of civil litigation experience based in Madison, and then 10 years as District Attorney of Dane County, ending 

in 2010, when he was elected to his current position. 

  

Mitchell said he was grateful for these important endorsements, along with early support from over two dozen attorneys and law 

enforcement leaders across Dane County, stating "I will look at the facts of each case, one case at a time, and apply the law 

based on what courts have established. I will work towards justice for all as a Dane County Circuit Court Judge." 

  

Everett Mitchell is also endorsed by Congressman Mark Pocan, County Executive Joe Parisi, Sheriff David Mahoney and over 

forty elected state and local officials from across Dane County.  A full list is available 

at www.everettmitchell4judge.org/endorsements 

### 

http://www.everettmitchell4judge.org/endorsements

