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Milwaukee Constituents Raise Concerns over Budget Impacts 

MILWAUKEE – Today, State Senator Nikiya Harris Dodd (D-Milwaukee) is attending the Joint Finance 

Committee’s public hearing at Alverno College in Milwaukee.  Dozens of concerned community 

members and organizations have already testified, raising concerns about various provisions of the 

budget, including drastic cuts to public schools and the UW System.   

“My constituents are very concerned about Governor Walker’s budget proposal and I don’t blame them,” 

explained Senator Nikiya Harris Dodd.  “I share many Milwaukee residents’ concerns regarding the 

drastic cuts to our public school system.  I believe that our state should support children from pre-K 

through college.  We should be ensuring that all children, regardless of where they are from, have an 

equal opportunity to learn and succeed.” 

The budget hearing started at 10am this morning and continues into this afternoon.  The hearing attracted 

over 700 individuals from across the Milwaukee community and suburbs, along with various 

organizations across the state. Throughout today’s hearing, Senator Harris Dodd learned about a number 

of concerns about the budget, including reductions in lifetime W-2 limits, elimination of teacher licensure 

requirements, and the lack of additional funding for alternative treatment programs for non-violent 

offenders. The Senator also heard concerns about Governor Walker’s proposal to cut SeniorCare. 

“Instead of cutting healthcare options, we should be ensuring that Milwaukee’s aging residents don’t have 

to choose between buying groceries and picking up their medication,” Senator Harris Dodd stated.  “We 

should be looking into ways to provide economic security for our aging adults and to provide 

opportunities for our working adults to plan for the future.  This isn’t rocket science.  A healthy economy 

is only possible if we ensure that individuals can work, earn a good wage, raise a family, and plan for the 

future.  The proposed budget does little to address the concerns of everyday families and that is very 

alarming for individuals across Milwaukee.” 

The Joint Finance Committee hearing, which was held on a Friday during working hours, made it difficult 

for many working constituents to attend. Senator Harris Dodd plans on hosting an alternate budget 

hearing on Saturday, April 18th from 10am to 12pm at the Wisconsin Black Historical Society (2620 W. 

Center Street).  This time and location will allow constituents who were unable to make it to today’s 

hearing to attend and express their grievances over the Governor’s budget proposal. 
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