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Governor Signs Nine Bills Authored by Senator Petrowski 
 
MADISON, WI…  Today, Governor Scott Walker signed nine bills authored by Senator Jerry Petrowski (R-

Marathon) into law. These bills address a number of issues, such as providing important flexibilities for the 
operations of local governments, clarifications for certain traffic procedures, and the removal of outdated 
regulations.  
 
Assembly Bill 344, co-authored by Representative John Spiros (R-Marshfield), extends the life of TIF district 
number one in the Village of Weston, which will provide the village with an additional ten years in order make 
economic development enhancements and attract new business construction to the district. A similar change 
was made for the City of Wausau in 2013.  
 
“Like many municipalities, Weston was particularly hard hit by the recession in 2008. Now that economic 
activity has begun to rebound in the area, we believe it wise to allow the village additional time to make 
improvements in its largest TIF district to continue its work in attracting new business development to the area,” 
said Senator Petrowski.  
 
“This legislation is a complete game-changer for the Village,” said Daniel Guild, Village Administrator. “We 
will be able to responsibly refinance our existing TIF debts, as well as continue to use TID financing to support 
business development and economic growth here in our community. It cannot be understated how important this 
legislation will be to the Village in the coming years. We are extremely appreciative for the leadership and 
support that both Representative Spiros and Senator Petrowski provided for our community.”  
 
Senate Bill 118, co-authored by Representative Ed Brooks (R-Reedsburg), eliminates antiquated requirements 
placed on towns that limits the amount they may spend on roads under its jurisdiction to $5,000 per mile. This 
requirement applied only to towns, and imposed a cumbersome process the town must follow in order to exceed 
that amount.  
 
“The adoption of this law eliminates an outdated statute that created unnecessary red tape and inefficiencies, 
which hampered towns’ efforts to build and maintain safe roads that fuel economic development,” said Mike 
Koles, Executive Director of Wisconsin Towns Association. “We appreciate the hard work of Senator 
Petrowski and Representative Ed Brooks to lead the effort to allow local decision makers more efficiently use 
taxpayer resources.” 
 



Governor Walker also signed the following bills authored by Senator Petrowski: 
 
Assembly Bill 158, co-authored by Representative James Edming (R-Glen Flora), repeals obsolete 
administrative code pertaining to certain Natural Resources programs that are now reformulated or defunct, 
some of which have not been utilized for 25 years.  
 
Assembly Bill 193, co-authored by Representative Amy Loudenbeck (R-Clinton), brings state law into 
compliance with federal regulations by expanding the list of relatives who are notified and considered for 
placement when a child is taken into custody by child welfare. The bill protects nearly $105 million per year in 
federal child welfare Title IV-E funding that would lost for noncompliance.  
 
Assembly Bill 205, co-authored by Representative Tyler Vorpagel (R-Plymouth), clarifies that when a driver 
faces a flashing yellow arrow traffic signal, the driver may enter the intersection and make the turn without 
stopping only after yielding to other traffic lawfully in the intersection.  This is a simple change to reflect 
modern standards in traffic control systems. 
 
Assembly Bill 206, co-authored by Representative Tyler Vorpagel, updates and adds clarity to the statutes to 
reflect the various pedestrian traffic control signals that are now in use and approved by the Federal Highway 
Administration and adopted by the Department of Transportation. 
 
Assembly Bill 207, co-authored by Representative Scott Allen (R-Waukesha), eliminates the requirement that 
an authorized emergency vehicle must have their warning lights activated when stopped, standing or parked. 
Excessive lighting, especially on the scene of major car crashes, can be distracting and confusing to other 
drivers, and may direct their focus to the lights, rather than the roadway.  
 
Assembly Bill 208, co-authored by Representative Joel Kitchens (R-Sturgeon Bay), eliminates the requirement 
that DOT must issue special restriction cards when the text listing a drivers restrictions is not able to fit on his 
or her license. This information is currently available online to the driver, and electronically to law 
enforcement. This change would eliminate the need for a driver to retain a set of cards, while at the same time 
would reduce DMV expenses 
 
Assembly Bill 322, co-authored by Representative Tyler August (R-Lake Geneva), provides state and local 
authorities the option to allow the parking of vehicles owned by carsharing organizations where the time of 
parking is officially limited with signs or parking meters without regard to the time limits posted. Authorities 
may enter into agreement with carsharing organizations to authorize parking and to establish fees and 
conditions of operation. 
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