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Wisconsin special. www.gatheringwaters.org. 
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Madison, WI – Gathering Waters: Wisconsin’s Alliance for Land Trusts today applauded the 

Legislature’s Joint Committee on Finance Co-Chairs Sen. Alberta Darling (R – River Hills) and Rep. 

John Nygren (R-Marinette) and the Republican members of the committee for voting to restore funding 

for land acquisitions under the Knowles-Nelson Stewardship Program.   

“With this vote, the Joint Committee on Finance reinforced a long-standing commitment to protecting the 

places that make Wisconsin special,” said Mike Strigel, executive director of Gathering Waters.   

The Republican members of the committee eliminated a 13-year halt to the program proposed in the 

governor’s executive budget.  Their action maintains the bulk of the program. 

Strigel added, “A prosperous future for Wisconsin should include investments in clean water, in natural 

resources that support jobs, and in wild places for kids and families to fish, hunt, and explore close to 

home. Thanks to the support of the Joint Committee on Finance, the Stewardship Program will now 

continue contributing to a strong economy, healthy communities, and the high quality of life that makes 

Wisconsin a desirable place to live, work and play.” 

For the past 25 years, the Stewardship Program has provided funding to the state DNR, local governments 

and non-profit conservation partners, such as land trusts, to preserve valuable natural areas and wildlife 

habitat, to protect water quality and fisheries, and to expand opportunities for outdoor recreation in our 

parks, wildlife areas and forests.  Stewardship is an investment that directly supports Wisconsin’s $12 

billion outdoor recreation industry—including a $4 billion hunting and fishing industry—and the state’s 

$20 billion forestry industry. 

As one of only a handful of state programs to require a match of private, local, and federal funds, 

Stewardship leverages the state’s investment. The annual cost of the program accounts for less than 0.3% 

of the overall state budget.   “The Stewardship Program costs each resident in Wisconsin less per year 

than a fishing license or a state park sticker,” Strigel said.  “The ongoing benefits to our state will 

continue to far outweigh the cost.” 
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