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CARS-La Crosse Reaction to BNSF Derailment near Alma, WI on November 7, 2015 

  

 
 

CARS (Citizens Acting for Rail Safety) issued the following statement (also attached), based on information 
publicly noted at the time of the statement’s release: 
  
This is the third derailment on the Upper Mississippi River Wildlife Refuge in the past nine months on about 
a two hundred mile stretch of Mississippi River from the Twin Cities to Dubuque. We are in the middle of 
waterfowl migration along the Mississippi Flyway and the details of how much denatured ethanol has 
leaked into the river are yet to be determined. There is also a power plant just downriver from the 
accident.  
 

The potential risks for a disaster to the environment, our towns and infrastructure are real. Why must we 
wait for a human and ecological catastrophe for government to take action and halt the unsafe transport of 
hazardous material along the river through our towns and wildlife refuges? Ethanol spills in the past have 
caused major fish kills and this spill site sits along one of the largest tundra and trumpeter swan fall viewing 
sites in the country. 
  
It is way overtime for the Federal Government to work with the  Governors of Wisconsin, MN, and Ill to 
improve rail safety and address the ever increasing risks of hazardous spills along the Mississippi River.  
We once again demand the States and Federal Government review this risk in a fully public Environmental 
Impact Statement.  If the rails cannot be made safe, then these hazardous materials must be removed from 
the rails. 
 
For further Information Contact: 

Irving Balto | phone: (608) 483-2569 | email: bibalto@mwt.net 

Alan Stankevitz | phone: (224) 422-0033 | email: astankevitz@saferails.org 

Guy Wolf | phone: (608) 788-7293 | email: socialchange12@gmail.com 

 

Email: CARS@saferails.org 

CARS website: http://saferails.org 

Facebook: CARS – La Crosse (Citizens Acting for Rail Safety) 

For information on Rail Safety News: http://dot111.info 

 

About Citizens Acting for Rail Safety:  CARS – La Crosse is a local community citizen group committed to examine and 

address issues related to rail safety and traffic throughout the region. It is concerned about maintaining the quality of life and 

welfare of the public, protecting the environment, and preserving the beauty and unique culture of the City of La Crosse and 

surrounding area. 
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