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Ballweg Introduces Sexual Assault Amnesty Bill 
Legislation Aimed at Removing Barriers for Sexual Assault Reporting 

 

Madison… Representative Joan Ballweg (R-Markesan) introduced legislation today aimed at 

increasing sexual assault reporting. Ballweg was joined by Wisconsin Attorney General Brad Schimel, 

UW–Madison Chancellor Rebecca Blank, UW-Madison Assistant Police Chief Kari Sasso, and 

Wisconsin Coalition Against Sexual Assault Director of Prevention Kelly Moe Litke.  

 

“The Sexual Assault Amnesty Bill is an important piece of legislation,” said Rep. Ballweg. “Studies 

tell us there are shockingly low numbers for reporting of sexual assault and other forms of sexual 

misconduct. We also know that the risk of sexual assault increases when alcohol is introduced into the 

situation. For our young people, we want to remove any roadblocks to reporting. A victim of sexual 

assault should never fear an underage drinking ticket when coming forward to report.” 

 

Senator Jerry Petrowski is the Senate author of the Sexual Assault Amnesty Bill. 

 

“I see this legislation as an important step forward in removing barriers that might discourage victims 

from seeking help and reporting a sexual assault,” said Sen. Petrowski. “We have consulted and 

worked closely with a number of stakeholders on this measure, and I strongly believe that this bill will 

make a positive impact while helping us to shed more light on the issue of sexual assault in our state.”  

 

The Sexual Assault Amnesty Bill provides victims of sexual assault immunity from an underage 

drinking ticket in connections with the assault. This legislation also gives students in these situations 

exception from certain disciplinary actions by the University of Wisconsin System. 

 

“I’d like to thank Representative Ballweg for her work on this important legislation,” University of 

Wisconsin–Madison Chancellor Rebecca Blank said. “The bill mirrors guidelines we have 

implemented on our campus to encourage people in our community to intervene when they see 

someone in a potentially dangerous situation. Adopting amnesty for those who report a sexual assault 

is a common sense tool to help law enforcement and support staff on campus do their jobs." 

 

UW-Madison Assistant Police Chief Kari Sasso stated, “This is a bill that expands our 

current policy and practice at UW-Madison statewide…and that’s a good thing. This is a bill that needs 

to become reality for every underage survivor in our state.” 

 

Promoting this legislation statewide is an important step to combating sexual assault.  

 

“It is only through the courage of survivors coming forward to report these crimes that we can hold 

perpetrators accountable,” said Kelly Moe Litke, Director of Prevention for the Wisconsin Coalition 

Against Sexual Assault.  
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