
TO:                         All Legislators 
FROM:                  Senators Stroebel, Darling; Representatives Duchow, Skowronski 
DATE:                    February 22, 2021  
RE:                        LRB-1935, protecting nursing home voters’ freedom of choice 
DEADLINE:          March 1, 2021 @ 5PM. 
In February 2020, before the pandemic and before the presidential election, a Gallup 
poll found that 59% of Americans lacked confidence in the honesty of our elections. By 
the end of the year, a significant number of Americans remained skeptical about the 
integrity of our elections.  
Faith in elections is the foundation of our legitimacy as a government and is a 
prerequisite for the peaceful transfer of power. 
Elections must be decided by voters casting ballots in accordance with their own 
wishes, free from undue influence by outside individuals. LRB-1935 protects nursing 
home and long-term care facility voters’ freedom of choice by specifically prohibiting any 
employee of a long-term care facility from influencing a voters’ decision to cast or not 
cast a ballot, or influencing a voter to cast a ballot for or against a particular candidate. 
Additionally, LRB-1935 directs the administrator of a long-term care facility or retirement 
home to notify the next-of-kin of each resident (for whom they have such information) of 
the time and place at which Special Voting Deputies (if they are allowed) will be 
conducting in-person absentee voting at the facility. 
Please contact Sen. Stroebel’s office (6-7513) or Rep. Duchow’s office (6-3007) by 
5PM on March 1, 2021 to be added as a co-sponsor to this legislation. 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
--------------------- 

Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau 
Under current law, a municipal clerk is required, under certain circumstances, to 

dispatch special voting deputies to a residential care facility or qualified retirement home 
so that the occupants of the facility or home may cast an absentee ballot in person with 
the special voting deputies rather than vote in person at the appropriate polling place or 
request and complete an absentee ballot by mail. Under current law, a retirement home 
is a facility occupied as a primary residence by 10 or more unrelated individuals. A 
qualified retirement home is a retirement home that has a significant number of 
occupants who lack adequate transportation to the polling place, need assistance in 
voting, are aged 60 or over, or are indefinitely confined. 
  

Under current law, the special voting deputies must arrange with the 
administrator of the qualified retirement home or residential care facility one or more 
convenient times to visit the home or facility. The administrator of the home or facility 
may, upon the request of a relative of an occupant of the home or facility notify the 
relative of the time or times at which special voting deputies will conduct absentee 
voting at the home or facility. 

  
This bill requires the administrator to provide notice of the dates and times when 

the deputies will be visiting the home or facility to the relatives for whom the home or 
facility has contact information for each occupant who intends to vote by absentee ballot 
with the special voting deputies. 

https://www.usnews.com/news/elections/articles/2020-02-13/majority-of-americans-dont-trust-elections-poll
https://www.usnews.com/news/elections/articles/2020-02-13/majority-of-americans-dont-trust-elections-poll
https://news.gallup.com/poll/285608/faith-elections-relatively-short-supply.aspx


  
The bill also provides that an employee of a qualified retirement home or 

residential care facility who influences an occupant of the home or facility to apply for or 
not apply for an absentee ballot or cast or refrain from casting a ballot or influences an 
occupant's decision for whom to cast a ballot is guilty of the Class I felony. 
  
 


