
CO-SPONSORSHIP MEMORANDUM 
TO:                  All Legislators 

  
FROM:            Representative LaKeshia Myers 
  
DATE:            February 1, 2021 
  

RE:                 Co-Sponsorship of the LRB-0793: Relating to: prohibiting no-knock search 

warrants and limiting the execution of a search warrant to the hours between 6 

a.m. and 10 p.m. 
  
DEADLINE:  February 15, 2021 

  

 
  

On March 13, 2020, Breonna Taylor was fatally shot in her Louisville, Kentucky, 

apartment by Louisville, KY, police.  Taylor’s death reignited a national discussion about the use 

of no-knock warrants.  No-knock warrants allow the police to enter a property for search 

purposes without announcing themselves first; allowing them to instead enter by force.  

Wisconsin was the first state to authorize the use of no-knock warrants in the 1997 

case, Richards vs. Wisconsin; and according to Attorney Mark Eisenberg, no-knock warrants 

remain more prevalent in Wisconsin than any other state.  No-knock warrants are not only 

dangerous to civilians, but also law enforcement officers.  Milwaukee Police officer Matthew 

Rittner was killed while executing a no-knock warrant in February 2019.  Officer Rittner was a 

seventeen year veteran of the Milwaukee Police Department.  It is time for us to change course 

and end the use of No-knock warrants, it is in the best interest of public safety. 
Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau 

Under current law, a law enforcement officer executing a search warrant must knock and 

announce before entering unless, at the time the warrant is executed, the law enforcement officer 

has a reasonable suspicion that knocking and announcing will be dangerous or futile or will 

inhibit the effective investigation of the crime. This bill requires that a law enforcement officer 

executing a search warrant must, before entering the premises, identify himself or herself as a 

law enforcement officer and announce the authority and purpose of the entry.  Under the bill, a 

law enforcement officer may execute a search warrant only between the hours of 6 a.m. and 10 

p.m. unless a judge authorizes the execution of the search warrant at another time for good cause. 
  

https://www.oyez.org/cases/1996/96-5955
https://www.jsonline.com/story/news/crime/2019/08/22/sentencing-postponed-cop-killer-jordan-fricke/2087723001/
https://www.jsonline.com/story/news/crime/2019/08/22/sentencing-postponed-cop-killer-jordan-fricke/2087723001/


To co-sponsor this legislation, please respond to this email or contact Representative Myers 

office by 5 p.m. on February 15th. 
 


