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Washington County Board Approves 2016 Budget 

Approves $250,000 tax levy reduction, lowers tax rate  
 

In a year where the County could easily increase tax revenue to offset inclines in the cost of 

doing business with little impact on tax payers, Washington County is doing the opposite.  The 

approved 2016 budget reduces the County tax levy $250,000 and continues the County’s diligent 

commitment to sound financial management.  2016 now marks the lowest County property tax 

levy in 12 years and the lowest property tax rate in nearly a half century. 

 

Year Direct County 

Portion of Tax 

Levy 

Percent 

Change 

2016 $33,534,316 -.856% 

2015 $33,784,316 -2.94% 

2014 $34,807,091 -2.26% 

2013 $35,751,216 -2.75% 

2012 $36,760,851 -1.52% 

2011 $37,437,979  

 

 

Property tax rates are determined by taking the amount of property taxes collected (tax levy) and 

dividing by the total equalized value of property throughout the County.  With property values 

increasing 2.7% in the County and the County reducing property tax collections $250,000, the 

tax rate declines approximately nine cents from $2.6920 per $1,000 of valuation in 2015 to 

$2.6019 per $1,000 in 2016. Practically speaking, this rate change means that for a $226,454 

home, the median home value in the County in 2015, the average countywide taxes would be 

$589 in 2016. This represents a $21 reduction from 2015 when the same home value would pay 

$610, and an $85 reduction since 2010 when the Great Recession began impacting home values. 

 

Schoemann’s first budget as Administrator (2015) resulted in the single largest reduction in the 

property tax levy in the history of Washington County and a 6% decrease in the property tax rate, 

a combination of increasing property values and a County levy reduction of $1 million.  Further 

reducing the County levy in 2016 required diligent work throughout the County to reduce the 

cost of services and explore innovative service delivery mechanisms. 

 

“All of the Supervisors really thought about and discussed this budget,” stated County Board 

Chair Herb Tennies.  “In the end, the budget resolution was something mostly everyone could 

agree on.”  The budget was approved 25-2.     
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The 2016 budget included the following: 

 

 A projected $250,000 savings to property tax payers as a result of a multi jurisdictional 

health department with neighboring Ozaukee County.   

 Over $250,000 projected levy savings as a result of additional efficiencies in the Planning 

and Parks Department. 

 $36,000 of savings as result of approved changes to County Board size and Supervisor 

compensation. 

 Funding for an additional Communications Officer and Captain position in the Sheriff’s 

Department. 

 A reduction in the County’s budget deficit of 300,000. 

 

“This budget advances the County’s direction to provide innovative, cost effective core 

services,” said County Administrator Joshua Schoemann. “As we move forward to 2017 and 

beyond, we will need to increase our focus to direct our limited resources appropriately, be less 

concerned about the quantity of services we provide, and be more concerned about the quality of 

those services.” 

 

More information on the County’s budget can be found at www.co.washington.wi.us.  

http://www.co.washington.wi.us/

