
TO:                         All legislators 
FROM:                  Representative Terry Katsma and Senator Alberta Darling 
DATE:                    October 3, 2019 
RE:                          Co-sponsorship of LRB-3179/2 and LRB-3907/2: permitting the use of debit cards for 
purchasing lottery tickets 
  
DEADLINE:          Friday, October 11, 2019 at 12:00 PM 
  
This bill legalizes the use of debit cards for the purchase of Wisconsin Lottery tickets.  Under current law, 
only cash is allowed. 
  
A provision in the Wisconsin Lottery statutes—unchanged since the lottery’s creation in 1987—states 
that “lottery tickets or lottery shares may be sold only for cash.”  Similarly, administrative code that 
governs lottery ticket sales provides that “[retailers] shall accept only cash for lottery tickets.” 
  
More than 30 years after the creation of the lottery, most Americans would likely agree that 
debit is cash.  Unlike a credit card transaction, a typical debit card transaction transfers money instantly 
from a deposit account to a vendor.  Many consumers find that using a debit card is more convenient 
than writing personal checks and safer than carrying cash for conducting routine daily business.  A 2017 
survey by payment processing vendor TSYS suggested that 54 percent of American supermarket 
customers and 41 percent of gas station customers preferred to use debit cards at the point of sale 
compared to just 15 percent who preferred to use cash.  And, as illustrated by the attached map, 
Wisconsin is one of just eight states—and the only remaining state in the Midwest—who operate a state 
lottery but prohibit retailers from accepting payment methods other than cash. 
  
This bill expressly authorizes (but does not require) Wisconsin Lottery retailers to accept debit card 
payments for the sale of lottery tickets.  This bill also expressly prohibits retailers from accepting 
payment for lottery ticket sales by credit card or any other forms of deferred payment. 
  
To co-sponsor companion bills LRB-3179/2 and LRB-3907/2, please reply to this email or contact 
Representative Katsma at 266-0656 or Senator Darling at 266-5830 prior to 12:00 PM on Friday, October 
11, 2019. 
 


