
DATE:                   July 16, 2020                
TO:                       All Legislators 
FROM:                 Rep. Katrina Shankland, Rep. Deb Kolste, Rep. Jill Billings, Rep. 
Tip McGuire, Rep. Christine Sinicki, Rep. Greta Neubauer, Rep. David Bowen 

 Sen. Dave Hansen, Sen. Patty Schachtner, Sen. Jeff Smith, Sen. 
Janis Ringhand, Sen. Tim Carpenter 

  
RE: Co-Sponsorship of LRB 6257: Repealing the one-week waiting period for UI 
benefit payments 
  
SHORT DEADLINE:  5:00 P.M. on Monday, July 20, 2020 
  
The COVID-19 pandemic caused a nationwide economic downturn. Wisconsinites lost 
their jobs through no fault of their own as part of the national effort to save thousands of 
lives. They deserve relief. 
  
Laws passed in Wisconsin between 2011-2018 restricted access to or reduced 
unemployment benefits. The hurdles and mandates put in place during that time have 
added challenges to helping millions of jobless workers during the COVID-19 pandemic. 
Effectively, Wisconsin is trying to scale up aid during the pandemic with systems that 
are intended to limit benefits and make it harder to apply. 
  
Throughout the COVID-19 pandemic, Wisconsin has offered relief from some of these 
measures by passing 2019 Act 185, emergency orders, and emergency rules. However, 
additional statutory changes would improve access to UI benefits for claimants who are 
out of work through no fault of their own. This unprecedented global pandemic has 
caused many in our state to face the greatest economic uncertainty of their lifetime. It is 
imperative that we strengthen the system to ensure economic stability and progress for 
all Wisconsinites during this pandemic and beyond. 
  

Under current law, payments on valid unemployment insurance claims are delayed for 
one week. This bill would permanently eliminate the requirement that claimants wait one 
week before receiving benefits. 
  
If you would like to co-sponsor this bill, please reply to this email or call my office at 
608-267-9649 no later than 5:00 P.M. on Monday, July 20, 2020 
  
  

Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau 
Currently, a claimant must generally wait one week after becoming eligible to receive 
unemployment insurance (UI) benefits before the claimant may receive benefits for a 
week of unemployment, though the application of the one-week waiting period is 
temporarily suspended for benefit years that began after March 12, 2020, and before 
February 7, 2021. The waiting period does not affect the maximum number of weeks of 
a claimant's benefit eligibility. 
  



This bill permanently deletes the one-week waiting period, thus permitting a claimant to 
receive UI benefits beginning with his or her first week of eligibility. For further 
information see the state and local fiscal estimate, which will be printed as an appendix 
to this bill. 
 


