
TO: Members of the Wisconsin State Legislature  
FROM: Representative Gordon Hintz 
Senator Mark Miller 
Representative Dianne Hesselbein 
Representative Mark Spreitzer 
Representative Steve Doyle 

DATE: Thursday, April 9, 2020 

RE:  Co-sponsorship of LRB 5972 relating to: suspending voter identification requirements, 
the deadline for electronic voter registration, voting by mail with an absentee ballot, and 
making an appropriation. 
  
DEADLINE: Friday, April 10 at 5 PM. 
  
Over the past three weeks, it has become clear that Wisconsin’s electoral system is not 
prepared to fully function during a pandemic and attempts to proceed as normal have 
forced Wisconsinites to risk death or disenfranchisement.  In recognition of the on-going 
risk of the COVID-19 pandemic to Wisconsin voters, LRB 5972 moves all elections in 
calendar year 2020 to voting by mail in order to preserve voter rights while keeping voters 
and poll workers safe. 
  
During the 2020 spring election, voters have faced unprecedented barriers to voting as 
they attempted to stay safe from COVID-19 while exercising their right to vote under a 
system actively designed to disenfranchise them. From witness requirements that directly 
contradicted the best medical advice to photo ID requirements that denied some voters the 
ability to request absentee ballots from home, thousands of Wisconsinites were denied 
their right to vote because the barriers Republicans put into Wisconsin State Statutes 
worked as intended. 
  
This does not need to happen again.  
  
Under LRB 5972, all registered voters will be sent a ballot that must be postmarked by the 
day of the election and returned no later than 5p.m. on the Tuesday following the election. 
Witness signatures, which have proven difficult for many self-isolating voters to obtain, will 
not be required. All polling locations will be closed but for limited use by voters who are 
unable to use a mail-in-absentee ballot due to disability or difficulty reading, writing, or 
understanding English. As all registered voters are automatically mailed a ballot under LRB 
5972, the photo ID requirements are removed as there is no opportunity for them to be 
implemented under this system. To accommodate the increased need for registration 
under a vote-by-mail system, the deadline for registration is extended to the 5th day prior 
to an election for all forms of registration.  
  
To ensure that clerks and the Wisconsin Election Commission are able to enact these 
measures, the bill provides a sum sufficient appropriation for additional postage and 
printing costs incurred to conduct an election by mail and appropriates $1 million to the 
Wisconsin Elections Commission to cover the costs associated with update the voter 
registration system as a result of extending registration. 



  
If the Legislature acts now, as it should have before the April 7th election, we can ensure 
that the rest of our 2020 elections do not look like April 7th. If we act now, the May Special 
Election in the 7th Congressional District will be safer and more secure. If we act now, we 
will know that our August Primary Election and our November General Election will be 
safer, smoother, and more secure. In the meantime, we hope that we can all come together 
and use the lessons learned from the disaster that was the 2020 Spring Election to create a 
long-term solution to the anti-voter laws on the books in Wisconsin. 
  
If you would like to co-sponsor LRB-5972/2, please respond to this email by 5pm on 
April 10th, 2020. 
 


