
CO-SPONSORSHIP MEMORANDUM 

  

TO:                 All Legislators  
                        
FROM:           Sen. André Jacque 
                                                
DATE:            March 24, 2020 

  
COVID-19 Response Package RE: Co-Sponsorship of LRB 5929/1, relating to: Postponing 

the annual town meeting and the meeting of the boards of review 
  
  

SHORT DEADLINE: Wednesday, March 25 at Noon 

  

During these unprecedented times our local units of government are asking that we assist them 

when it comes to the annual town meeting and board of review meeting requirements. At the 

request of the Wisconsin Towns Association I have drafted the attached bill. 

Under current law, towns, cities, and villages annually convene a meeting of the board of review 

to hear objections to local assessments. The board must meet during the 45-day period beginning 

on the fourth Monday in April, but no sooner than seven days after the last day on which the 

property tax assessment roll is open for public examination. This bill allows a city, village or town 

to postpone the meeting of its board of review so that it does not occur during the period covered 

by a public health emergency declared by our governor. 

Also under current law, towns are required to hold an annual town meeting. The town meeting 

must be held on the third Tuesday of April, except that the town may set another date within ten 

days after the third Tuesday in April. This bill allows a town to postpone the town meeting so that 

it does not occur during the period covered by a public health emergency declared by the governor. 

While local governments currently have the ability to “meet to adjourn” to a later date for either 

of these meetings, requiring them to actually meet at this time under the present circumstances 

does not make sense, and is remedied by this legislation. 

To be added as a co-sponsor of this legislation, please reply to this email or contact Sen. 

Jacque’s office at 6-3512 by Noon on March 25, 2020. 

  

Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau 

  

Under current law, towns, cities, and villages annually convene a meeting of the board of 
review to hear objections to local assessments.  The board must meet during the 45-day 
period beginning on the fourth Monday in April, but no sooner than seven days after the 
last day on which the property tax assessment roll is open for public examination.  This bill 
allows a city, village, or town to postpone the meeting of its board of review so that it does 



not occur during the period covered by a public health emergency declared by the 
governor. 
  
Also under current law, towns are required to hold an annual town meeting. The town 
meeting must be held on the third Tuesday of April, except that the town may set another 
date within ten days after the third Tuesday of April.  This bill allows a town to postpone 
the town meeting so that it does not occur during the period covered by a public health 
emergency declared by the governor. 
 


