
CO-SPONSORSHIP MEMORANDUM 
  

TO:                 All Legislators  
                        
FROM:           Sen. André Jacque 
                                                
DATE:            March 24, 2020 

  
COVID-19 Response Package RE: Co-Sponsorship of LRB 5928/1, relating to: Meetings of 

governing bodies of political subdivisions during a state of emergency 
  
SHORT DEADLINE: Wednesday, March 25 at Noon 

  
Open government and transparency are extremely important, and local government 
meetings are rightfully subject to Wisconsin’s open meetings law. These meetings 
typically allow for public attendance (excluding lawful closed sessions), though do not 
require allowance for public participation.  However in many situations under present 
circumstances and other potential declared emergencies it would not be advisable, nor 
feasible, for these meetings to be conducted in-person at a single location. Given the 
current challenges and uncertainty of COVID-19, additional flexibility is essential. 
  
At the urgent request of the Wisconsin Towns Association, League of Wisconsin 
Municipalities, Wisconsin Counties Association and countless local officials, I 
have drafted legislation similar to executive orders and legislation from other states 
which specifies that, during a state of emergency, the governing body of a political 
subdivision may meet using any means of communication that allows identification of its 
members, participation by its members, and, to the extent feasible, monitoring by the 
public.  The bill also provides that, if the governing body does not have access to technology 
allowing the public to monitor the proceedings contemporaneously, the publication of the 
minutes of the meeting in the political subdivision's official newspaper serves in lieu of 
open public access to the meeting. 
  
To be added as a co-sponsor of this legislation, please reply to this email or 
contact Sen. Jacque’s office at 6-3512 by Noon on March 25, 2020. 
  

Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau 
  

This bill specifies that, during a state of emergency, the governing body of a political 
subdivision may meet using any means of communication that allows identification of its 
members, participation by its members, and, to the extent feasible, monitoring by the 
public.  The bill also provides that, if the governing body does not have access to technology 
allowing the public to monitor the proceedings contemporaneously, the publication of the 
minutes of the meeting in the political subdivision's official newspaper serves in lieu of 
open public access to the meeting. 
 


