
CO-SPONSORSHIP MEMORANDUM 
  

TO: All Legislators  
                             
FROM: Sen. André Jacque 
                                                     
DATE: March 25, 2020 
  
COVID-19 RESPONSE PACKAGE RE: Co-Sponsorship of LRB 5922/1, relating to: reciprocal 
credentials and granting rule-making authority. 
  
SHORT DEADLINE: Thursday, March 26 at Noon 
  
Shortages of licensed professionals in a number of critical fields have been even more acute during 
the COVID-19 crisis.  To help fill those gaps, I will be introducing legislation to establish reciprocal 
licensing in Wisconsin similar to what has already been implemented successfully in Arizona, and 
what was recently signed into law in Wisconsin for active duty military spouses and veterans and 
their spouses (2019 Wisconsin Act 143). Under this bill, licensing boards will recognize out-of-state 
occupational licenses for people who: 
  

•       Have been licensed in their profession for at least one year 
•       Are in good standing in all states where they are licensed 
•       Do not have any past or pending investigations, complaints, or license revocations 
•       Establish residency in Wisconsin 
•       Pay applicable fees (waived for the next 12 months to deal with the current health 
crisis) 
•       Meet all testing and background check requirements per law 

Individuals seeking to work in occupations that require a background check will still need to 
complete them, and additionally professionals receiving licenses under the new law can only 
become licensed in practice within areas they have been trained and certified to practice in their 
original state. Wisconsin licensing boards will be required to verify that an individual is in good 
standing in all states where they are licensed. Individual boards may have several pathways to 
licensure already in statute such as interstate compact, licensure by endorsement, reciprocity, etc. 
Ultimately, universal recognition is not meant to replace these pathways to licensure, but 
represents an important new pathway that expands the options available to those looking to join 
our workforce. 
  
It’s important to note that this law does not automatically recognize other states’ occupational 
licenses. This means that workers licensed in other states will still need to apply for a license 
through the appropriate Wisconsin State licensing board. With the passage of this reform, 
Wisconsin’s capacity to fill critical existing or impending vacancies in our workforce, particularly 
during the present COVID-19 emergency, will be proactively and dramatically strengthened. 
  
To be added as a co-sponsor of this legislation, please reply to this email or contact Sen. 
Jacque’s office at 6-3512 by Noon on Thursday March 26, 2020. 
  

Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau 
  



This bill establishes a process for credential holders from other states to obtain reciprocal 
credentials to practice their professions in Wisconsin.  Under the bill, a person who applies to the 
Department of Safety and Professional Services, a credentialing board, or the Veterinary Examining 
Board, as appropriate, must be granted a reciprocal credential if the person holds a license, 
certification, registration, or permit granted by another state that qualifies the person to practice 
the profession authorized under the analogous credential granted by DSPS or the appropriate 
board.  In order to receive the reciprocal credential, an applicant must reside in Wisconsin and 
satisfy certain other requirements, including that 1) the applicant has held a license, certification, 
registration, or permit analogous to the credential in another state for at least one year; 2) when 
the applicant was granted the license, certification, registration, or permit, minimum education and, 
if applicable, work experience and clinical supervision requirements applied; 3) the applicant has 
not had a license, certification, registration, or permit revoked; 4) the applicant does not have a 
complaint, allegation, or investigation pending before a regulating entity in another state or country 
relating to unprofessional conduct; 5) the applicant passes a criminal background check that 
applies to applicants for the analogous credential; and 6) the applicant passes an examination on 
the laws governing practice of the profession in Wisconsin, if such an examination is required for 
the analogous credential. 
  
The bill generally applies to credentials granted by the Veterinary Examining Board, DSPS, and 
credentialing boards in DSPS, but does not apply to credentials related to transportation network 
companies, private colleges, boxing and martial arts, body art and tanning facilities, private 
detectives, and security guards. 
  
Additionally, a person who applies for a reciprocal credential under the bill during the first year 
after it takes effect is not required to pay any fee for the credential. 
  
For further information see the state fiscal estimate, which will be printed as an appendix to this 
bill. 
  
 


