
CO-SPONSORSHIP MEMORANDUM 

  

TO:                 All Legislators  
                        
FROM:           Sen. André Jacque 
                        Rep. Treig Pronschinske 
                        

DATE:            March 23, 2020 
  
RE: Co-Sponsorship of LRB 5919/1, relating to: Suspension of the waiting period for 

collection of unemployment insurance benefits. 
  

DEADLINE: Thursday, March 26 at 5:00 p.m. 

  

This past week we have seen an unprecedented shutdown of businesses across our nation. The 

impact on Wisconsin workers is staggering. Nearly 63,000 Wisconsinites filed unemployment 

claims in the past week. According to preliminary figures by the Wisconsin Department of 

Workforce Development, from Sunday through Friday a total of 62,828 claims were filed. That is 

12 times the number of claims the state received during the same period in 2019. 

Currently, a claimant must wait one week after becoming eligible to receive unemployment 

insurance benefits before the claimant may receive benefits for a week of unemployment. This bill 

allows the Secretary of the Department of Workforce Development to suspend the application of 

the one-week waiting period for up to 52 weeks during a declared state of emergency as is needed 

to address the state of emergency. 

Massachusetts recently approved the same suspension on a bi-partisan basis. 

To be added as a co-sponsor of this legislation, please reply to this email or contact Sen. 

Jacque’s office at 6-3512 or Rep. Proschinske’s office at 6-7015 by 5:00 p.m. on March 26, 

2020. 

  

Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau 

  

Currently, a claimant must wait one week after becoming eligible to receive unemployment 
insurance benefits before the claimant may receive benefits for a week of unemployment.  The 
waiting period does not affect the maximum number of weeks of a claimant's benefit eligibility. 
  
This bill allows the secretary of workforce development to suspend the application of the one-
week waiting period for up to 52 weeks during a declared state of emergency as is needed to 
address the state of emergency.  The bill also specifically requires the secretary to suspend the 
application of the one-week waiting period retroactively for benefit years that began on March 
15, 2020, so as to apply to the public health emergency declared on March 12, 2020, by 
executive order 72. 
  



For further information see the state and local fiscal estimate, which will be printed as an 
appendix to this bill. 
 


