
TO:                 All Legislators 
  
FROM:           Senator Kooyenga & Representative Macco 
  
DATE:            March 25, 2020 
  
RE:                 Co-sponsorship of LRB 5830 – relating to: filing individual tax returns for the 
2019 taxable year. 
  
DEADLINE:  March 31, 2020 
  
Under current law, individuals must file their state and federal income tax no later than April 15 
of every year and pay any additional income tax still owed unless an extension is granted by the 
state Department of Revenue and/or the Internal Revenue Service (IRS). 
  
This bill mirrors recent changes made by the IRS that will extend the deadline to file individual 
income tax from April 15, 2020 to July 15, 2020. The bill also extends the deadline to pay any 
income taxes still owed to July 15, 2020. 
  
The Executive branch has the power to move the filing date, but they do not have the authority 
to waive interest and penalties for certain late payments.  This bill clarifies that Wisconsin 
taxpayers will not be penalized for utilizing this flexibility during the present emergency.  
  
With job loss and unemployment rising, we must act now to provide relief for families in need. 
This legislation will help ease concerns and provide relief for families and residents experiencing 
this unforeseen economic crisis. 
  
If you would like to co-sponsor this legislation, please respond to this email or contact Senator 
Kooyenga’s office at 6-2512. 
  

Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau 

This bill allows an individual to file his or her tax return and pay individual income taxes 

for the 2019 taxable year no later than July 15, 2020, without incurring interest or 

penalties.  Current law requires an individual to file a tax return and pay his or her taxes no later 

than April 15 following the taxable year.  Returns filed and payments made after that date are 

subject to interest and penalties. 

For further information see the state fiscal estimate, which will be printed as an appendix 

to this bill. 
 


