
CO-SPONSORSHIP MEMO 
  
TO: All Legislators 
  
FROM: Representative Evan Goyke 
  
DATE: February 25, 2020 
  
RE: Co-Sponsorship of LRB 5761/1 – Grants to local law enforcement agencies for incident-

based reporting 
  
DEADLINE: Tuesday, March 3rd at 5:00 p.m. 
  
  
The criminal justice system has been a main item of debate over the past several weeks.  The 

need for improved crime data has often been talked about, but no serious legislative effort has 

been made to improve the quality of crime data in Wisconsin.  This bill seeks to address one of 

Wisconsin’s major crime data issues. 
In the 1920’s, the first uniformed crime data system was proliferated throughout the United 

States.  This system, called Summary Based Reporting (SBR), has been used in Wisconsin for 

decades and decades.  There are limits to SBR, for example there are only eight crime categories 

and no meaningful offender or crime-specific information reported.  
Beginning in the late 1970’s, a more detailed system of crime reporting was developed, called 

Incident Based Reporting (IBR).  This system reports with more detail regarding the type of 

offense and the individualized circumstances of the offense.  
In 2020, in Wisconsin, roughly 70% of law enforcement agencies use IBR.  That leaves 30% 

continuing to rely on the outdated SBR system.  
LRB 5761/1 appropriates $600,000 for grants to law enforcement agencies to modernize their 

crime reporting systems with the goal of having 100% of our law enforcement agencies using 

and reporting crime under the newer IBR system.  This bill and its funding will support local 

Wisconsin law enforcement to reach federal goals to move all crime reporting to IBR and phase 

out the SBR system. 
It is important to note that the information contained in either the SBR or IBR systems is based 

on an incident and does not include arrest or conviction information.  A more detailed (and 

expensive) system is needed to properly track crime data from incident through arrest, charge, 

prosecution, and appeal. While even an IBR system would not capture every moment of the 

criminal justice system, ensuring all Wisconsin law enforcement agencies use IBR would 

provide the most accurate, real-time data for crime in Wisconsin. 
To be added as a co-sponsor please reply to this e-mail or contact Rep. Goyke’s office at 608-

266-0645 by 5:00 p.m. on Tuesday, March 3rd. 
  
LRB Analysis: 
This bill provides $600,000 in funding for the 2021-22 fiscal year for the Department of Justice 

to provide grants to local law enforcement agencies in order to facilitate the transition to the use 

of incident-based reporting for crime data. 
  



For further information see the state and local fiscal estimate, which will be printed as an 

appendix to this bill. 
 


