
CO-SPONSORSHIP MEMORANDUM 
  
TO:                Legislative Colleagues 
  
FROM:           Representative Jeremy Thiesfeldt 
                       Senator Andre Jacque 
  
RE:                 Co-Sponsorship of LRB-5612:  Protecting Victims of Domestic Abuse 
  

SHORT DEADLINE:  Friday, February 7, 2020 

  

Protecting Victims of Domestic Abuse 

  
 
Domestic violence is a serious, devastating crime, and it can be both difficult and 
dangerous to get out of an abusive relationship.  In a domestic violence situation, things 
often escalate to a point at which the victim needs to immediately leave the abuser for the 
safety of the victim and that of their children.  Once a victim in an abusive situation 
decides to leave, they need to move fast, as leaving is the most dangerous point in a 
domestic abuse situation.    
  
Domestic violence victims often have limited financial resources, as their abusers may 
not allow them to work or control any finances.  This bill can help prevent them from 
having to choose between homelessness and returning to an abuser. 
  
This bill helps victims of domestic violence and domestic abuse and their children get to 
safety quickly by allowing survivors of domestic abuse to terminate their leases if they get 
a signed document confirming that they are in imminent danger.   
  
To make matters even more difficult, victims in domestic abuse situations are often 
subjected to severe trauma.  This trauma can cause serious emotional, physical, and 
mental harm to a victim and to their children, and it can have lifelong consequences.  It is 
imperative we do what we can to ensure that victims are able to safely and quickly leave 
a dangerous situation.  
  
Please join us in sponsoring this important piece of legislation.  
  
End Domestic Abuse is in support of this bill as well. 
  

If you would like to co-sponsor this legislation please contact Katie in 
Representative Thiesfeldt’s office (6-3156) or Nik in Senator Jacque’s office (6-
3512) by Friday, February 7th.  Co-sponsors will be added to both the Assembly 
and Senate bills unless otherwise requested. 
  
  



  
Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau 

  
This bill allows a residential tenant to terminate his or her tenancy if the tenant or 

the tenant's child fears imminent violence and faces an imminent threat of serious 
physical harm from another person if the tenant remains on the premises.  To terminate 
tenancy under the bill, a tenant must provide the landlord with written notice and a written 
statement by a social worker, victim advocate, or child victim advocate who has a 
reasonable basis to believe that the tenant is a victim of sexual assault, stalking, or an 
act of domestic abuse.  The bill requires the written statement to be made on a form 
created by the Department of Children and Families.  The bill also prohibits a landlord 
from disclosing certain information in the notice or written statement provided by a 
tenant.  If the tenant leaves the premises because of fear of imminent violence under the 
bill, the tenant is not liable for any rent after the end of the month that the tenant leaves 
the premises or provides notice to the landlord, whichever is later. 

Under current law, a residential tenant may terminate his or her tenancy if the 
tenant or child of the tenant faces an imminent threat of serious physical harm from 
another person if the tenant remains on the premises and if the tenant provides the 
landlord with written notice and a certified copy of certain injunction orders, criminal 
complaints, or bail conditions related to the person. 
 


