
CO-SPONSORSHIP MEMORANDUM 
  
  

To:       All Legislators 
  
From:   Senator Patrick Testin 
            Representatives Tony Kurtz and Scott Krug 
              
Date:   February 4, 2020 
  
Re:       Co-Sponsorship of LRB 5598/2; relating to: a Wisconsin hemp fiber innovation 
and technology accelerator in the Wisconsin Institute for Sustainable Technology at the 
University of Wisconsin-Stevens Point and making an appropriation 

  
SHORT DEADLINE:  5:00 PM on Thursday, February 6th, 2020 
  
This legislation allocates $125,000 to the Board of Regents of the University of 
Wisconsin System to establish the Wisconsin Hemp Fiber Innovation and Technology 
Accelerator at UW-Stevens Point provided that the University is able to raise $125,000 
on their own through gifts, grants, or donations by the end of the 2019-2020 fiscal year. 
 
Background: 
  
Prior to legislation changes in the mid-20th century that effectively made the production 
of hemp illegal, Wisconsin was one of the most successful of the United States in 
growing, processing and using it for industrial fiber applications. Now that the crop has 
been reintroduced, we are taking steps to once again become one of the national 
leaders in hemp production. 
  
In the decades that have passed since hemp was last grown and processed 
commercially, global consumption and use of all grains, fibers, minerals and oils has 
changed drastically. The manufacturing, chemical, pharmaceutical, construction, 
automotive, agriculture and food industries of the 21st century look nothing like their 
antecedents of well over half a century ago. 
  
What hasn’t changed is the fact that the production outputs of those industries still need 
the same basic raw material feedstocks – oils, fibers, minerals – as before, but they now 
use them in even more sophisticated and complex ways. 
  
The promise that hemp holds in contributing to 21st century manufacturing through a 
myriad of high value applications, along with agricultural crop diversification, and rural 
economic opportunity supports a concerted effort to position Wisconsin once again for 
success. 
  
While a number of states have already established academic hemp research centers, to 
the best of our knowledge, no state has yet supported an initiative with the singular goal 



of applying a laser-focus to the opportunity for hemp fiber as an advanced feedstock for 
21st century manufacturing. 
  
Wisconsin is well-positioned to do so by: (1) building on its current dominant position in 
natural fiber production for pulp and paper, and synthetic fiber production for plastics 
and polymers; (2) engaging its innovative and entrepreneurial agriculture and 
processing sector; and (3) leveraging its academic strengths in fiber uses for paper, 
packaging, automotive, plastics and construction applications. 
  
Together, these collaborative efforts will help secure and reimagine the new future of 
hemp in Wisconsin and build a commanding position in hemp fiber. 
  
  
Objectives of the Accelerator: 

The initial objectives of the accelerator are to: 
  

1.      Establish and sustain an entity around which hemp fiber-focused companies and 

stakeholders can coalesce, network, develop and realize commercial opportunities; 

2.      Carry out research and trials to improve the pre-processing and processing of hemp 

for fibers applications including packaging and paper making; 

3.      Test performance attributes for potential end-use applications; 

4.      Collate and disseminate a repository and inventory of European and North American 

hemp-fiber research, development, commercialization efforts, existing products and best 

practices in hemp fiber supply chain; 

5.      Develop trusted/preferred partner relationships for collaborative research with 

companies seeking private, state, and/or federal grants and investment; 

6.      Lead efforts to plan, specify and establish a business plan for the siting and 

installation of regional long fiber processing facility including technology in yarns, 

spinning and weaving. 

  
Operation of the Accelerator: 
The accelerator will be managed and operated by the Wisconsin Institute for 
Sustainable Technology (WIST) at the University of Wisconsin-Stevens Point, using 
existing personnel and core competencies. The accelerator will build on established 
track records in consortium management; industry-focused research and development; 
relationship development with paper manufacturing and agricultural industries; 
interdisciplinary working; and supply chain relationships. WIST personnel have core 
scientific and technical competencies in fiber processing, fiber analysis, fiber and 
chemical characterization; diverse fiber end-use applications; and working at both 
laboratory and pilot scales; WIST possesses and has access to specialist fiber 
characterization and handling equipment. 
  
Funding will be utilized for: 

1.      Personnel efforts in fiber processing technology and accelerator management; 



2.      Promotion of the accelerator to Wisconsin’s hemp stakeholders through events, 

printed material and website; 

3.      Purchase of materials and supplies to undertake close-to-market research proposed 

and vetted by industry stakeholders and/or accelerator personnel; 

4.      Performance of lab or pilot scale evaluation/characterization of hemp stalk, processed 

or pre-processed fibers and their components; 

5.      Collaborative business/planning/proposal-writing/funding requests with industry 

stakeholders, specifically in the area of planning for a regional scale long fiber processing 

plant with capability for yarn, spinning and weaving. 

  
If you would like to co-sponsor this legislation and its Assembly companion, 
please respond to this email or contact Senator Testin’s office by email or phone 
at 6-3123 or Rep. Kurtz’s office by email or phone at 6-8531 by 5:00 P.M. on 
Thursday, February 6th. 
  
  

Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau 

This bill requires the Board of Regents of the University of Wisconsin System to establish a 
Wisconsin hemp fiber innovation and technology accelerator in the 

Wisconsin Institute for Sustainable Technology at UW–Stevens Point if at least $125,000 is 
received in fiscal year 2019-20 in gifts, grants, or donations to support 

the accelerator.  If this condition is satisfied, the Board of Regents must allocate $125,000 in 
funding for the accelerator, and the bill provides this funding to the 

Board of Regents from the environmental fund.  The bill also changes the appropriation for 
the Wisconsin Institute for Sustainable Technology from an annual 

appropriation to a biennial appropriation. 
  

For further information see the state fiscal estimate, which will be printed as an appendix to 
this bill. 

 


