
CO-SPONSORSHIP MEMORANDUM 
  
DATE: March 10, 2020 
  
TO: All Legislators 
  
FROM: Senator Patty Schachtner 

Representative Beth Meyers 
  
RE: LRB-5597/1 and 5808/1– relating to: disaster assistance payments and making an 
appropriation 
  
SHORT DEADLINE: Thursday, March 12th at 5:00pm 
  
As part of a collaboration with Governor Evers, we are introducing this legislation to 
modify and update the Wisconsin Disaster Fund to better respond to the disaster events 
we have increasingly seen in recent years. 
  
By updating the Wisconsin Disaster Fund program, we can ensure that the state is well 
positioned to assist communities in bouncing back after they experience a disaster. 
Specifically, the expansion of this program will allow communities to consider 
investment in mitigation or flood resilient infrastructure when rebuilding in the aftermath 
of a disaster. 
  
The bill reduces the matching fund requirement for the recipient from 30 percent to 25 
percent. Additionally, under the bill, costs incurred for approved hazard mitigation 
measures are eligible for disaster assistance payments. The bill also expands eligible 
costs to include all emergency work and permanent work categories designated by 
FEMA. 
  
If you are interested in co-sponsoring this bill please contact my office at 266 –
7745 or reply to this email (sen.schachtner@legis.wisconsin.gov) by Thursday, 
March 12th at 5:00 p.m. 
  
Anyone who signs on to the Senate version will automatically be added to the Assembly 
version unless indicated otherwise. 
  

Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau 
  

Under current law, the Department of Military Affairs is required to make payments to 

retail electric cooperatives, local governmental units, and federally recognized American Indian 

tribes and bands in this state for damages and costs incurred as the result of certain disasters. 

Current law requires that the recipient of a disaster assistance payment cover 30 percent of the 

amount of the damages and costs resulting from the disaster. This bill reduces that matching 

requirement to 25 percent. 
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Additionally, the bill authorizes disaster assistance payments to be made for costs 

incurred for approved hazard mitigation measures after a disaster. The bill also requires that all 

of the emergency work and permanent work categories designated by the federal emergency 

management agency (FEMA) be eligible for disaster assistance payments. FEMA designates the 

following as emergency and permanent work categories: 
Category A: Debris removal. 
Category B: Emergency protective measures. 
Category C: Roads and bridges. 
Category D: Water control facilities. 
Category E: Buildings and equipment. 
Category F: Utilities. 
Category G: Parks, recreational areas, and other facilities. 
Finally the bill provides $2,500,000 per fiscal year in the 2019-21 fiscal biennium for 

DMA to make and administer disaster assistance payments. 
For further information see the state fiscal estimate, which will be printed as an appendix 

to this bill. 
  
 


