
To:         All Legislators 

From:   Representatives Taylor, Stubbs, Zamarripa 

Date:     February 17th, 2020 

Re:         Pregnancy Protection Package 

DEADLINE:       12pm, Wednesday February 19th 
  

  
Women who are pregnant deserve the same protections under the law as everyone else. In many 
situations pregnant women face significant discrimination.  To begin to address this, we are 
introducing the Pregnancy Protection Package, a series of bills to protect the rights of pregnant 
women. The legal and constitutional protections afforded women should not evaporate when they 
are pregnant.  Nor should a woman’s pregnancy be used to deny her basic rights and freedoms. 
  
Please notify rep.taylor@legis.wi.gov to sign on by 12 p.m. on Wednesday, February 19th. 
  
  
  
Co-sponsorship of LRB –5594/1 – right to counsel for pregnant women 
  
Pregnant women suspected of using drugs or alcohol do not have a right to an attorney if they are 
accused of abusing or neglecting their embryo or fetus. Yet they risk being imprisoned or 
involuntarily forced into treatment that may not even be needed or appropriate. Though her 
embryo or fetus has the right to a guardian ad litem, pregnant women can be physically held against 
their will without ever having the benefit of an attorney. Wisconsin is just one of four states that 
continues to have extreme, punitive laws against pregnant women battling addiction issues. These 
laws dissuades them from seeking needed prenatal care and obtaining help to overcome their 
addictions while also denying them counsel at critical stages under the Children’s code.  
  
This bill makes clear that pregnant women accused of abusing or neglecting their pregnancies 
because of an addiction under Wis. Stats. Sec. 48.133 are afforded the right to counsel at all stages 
of the ensuing legal proceedings. 
  
The case of Alicia Beltran illustrates the injustice being perpetuated against pregnant women in 
Wisconsin. In July, 2014, Alicia Beltran admitted during a prenatal visit that she previously had a 
prescription drug addiction. Several days later, despite passing a urine test which substantiated she 
was no longer using prescription drugs, she was arrested, handcuffed, shackled and forced into a 
holding cell. At a hearing where she was not represented by counsel, she was ordered to a 
rehabilitation facility, where she remained for 78 days without any health or prenatal care. As a 
result, Beltran lost her job and did not get the prenatal care she needed to help her have a healthy 
pregnancy. 
  
Tamara Loertscher, of Medford, Wisconsin, was detained and jailed when she tried to get medical 
help to deal with her depression after suspecting she was pregnant. She had been self-medicating 
with illegal drugs. When she disclosed this to her medical provider she ended up in jail with no 
access to counsel, missing two prenatal visits, and only received basic medical care from a general 
practice physician while jailed. 
  
LRB-5594/1 requires pregnant women accused of using drugs or alcohol under Wis. Stats. Sec. 
48.133 be represented by counsel in all proceedings unless specifically waived.  Considering the 
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substantial infringement on their personal liberty with the risk of being jailed or involuntarily 
committed to various in-patient facilities, it is unconscionable that they are not afforded legal 
counsel.  
 


