
CO-SPONSORSHIP MEMORANDUM 
  
DATE: March 10, 2020 
  
TO: All Legislators 
  
FROM: Rep. Meyers 
Sen. Bewley 
  
RE: LRB-5591/1 – relating to: aids for certain highways damaged by a disaster 
  
SHORT DEADLINE: Thursday, March 12th at 5:00pm 
  
In collaboration with Governor Evers, we are authoring this legislation that invests in the 
Disaster Damage Aids program, which provides our state with a greater ability to 
respond and partner with local governments after a major flood event. 
  
This legislation increases the reimbursement rate paid to local governments when 
transportation infrastructure is rebuilt to a higher capacity (wider culvert, improved road 
shoulder, etc.) than what was there before it was destroyed by a natural disaster. Under 
current law, the reimbursement rate of the costs associated with the improvement is 
50%, but the bill increases that reimbursement rate to 75%. The amount payable for the 
increased cost of the reconstruction to a higher type or improved facility may not exceed 
$75,000.  
  
Examples of eligible costs for reimbursement under the DDA program include: 
o             Roadbed and/or culvert washouts 
o             Structure failures or undermining 
o             Pavement (driving surface) undermining (to a significant safety level) 
o             Embankment failures, major shoulder washouts, and curb and gutter or storm 
sewer facility damages that cause a loss of roadbed integrity 
o             Debris removal only if the road is also damaged 
  
Investments in preventing future flood damage or infrastructure not only promote public 
safety, but reduce the risk associated with future damage. This saves local 
governments additional expenditures associated with recurring recovery reconstruction.  
  
If you are interested in co-sponsoring this bill please contact my office at 266-
7690 or reply to this email (rep.meyers@legis.wisconsin.gov) by Thursday, March 
12th at 5:00 p.m. 
  
Anyone who signs on to the Assembly version will automatically be added to the Senate 
version unless indicated otherwise. 
  
Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau 

mailto:rep.meyers@legis.wisconsin.gov


Under current law, if a highway that is not on the state trunk highway system is 
damaged by a disaster, the county or municipality that has jurisdiction over the highway 
may petition the Department of Transportation for payment of disaster damage aid. A 
“disaster” is any of the following: 1) a severe storm, flood, fire, tornado, mudslide, or 
other natural event external to a highway; 2) the sudden failure of a major element or 
segment of the highway system due to a cause that is external to a highway, but not 
including any failure primarily attributable to gradual and progressive deterioration or 
lack of proper maintenance of a highway; or 3) an event or recurring damage caused by 
any governmental unit or person acting under the direction or approval of, or permit 
issued by, any governmental unit and in response to an event described in item 1) or 2). 
Upon receipt of a petition, DOT must make an investigation and determine whether to 
grant aid, the amount of the aid, and the conditions under which aid is granted. For an 
event described in item 1) or 2), the amount of aid is 75 percent of the repair or 
replacement cost and, if reconstructing improved facilities is warranted, an additional 50 
percent of the increased cost of constructing the improved facilities. 
Under this bill, for an event described in item 1) or 2), the amount of aid for constructing 
improved facilities is increased from 50 percent to 75 percent of the increased cost 
resulting from the improvement not to exceed $75,000. 
For further information see the state and local fiscal estimate, which will be printed as 
an appendix 
 


