
CO-SPONSORSHIP MEMORANDUM 
  
TO: All Legislators 
  
FROM: Representative John Spiros and Senator Kathy Bernier 
  
DATE: Monday, February 24, 2020 
  
RE: Co-sponsorship of LRB 5589, relating to: diesel truck idling reduction grants and 
making an appropriation 
  
DEADLINE: Thursday, February 27 at 5 PM 
  
The 2005 state budget created the Diesel Truck Idling Reduction Grant Program to 
provide grants to freight motor carriers in Wisconsin to purchase and install idling 
reduction units for newer truck tractors. 
  
These units provide an alternative source of power used to heat, cool, or provide 
electricity to the cab or other parts of a truck rather than operating the truck’s main 
engine. The use of these units on heavy-duty diesel trucks saves fuel and lowers air 
pollution emissions. 
  
The grant program created in the 2005 state budget included a sunset date of June 30, 
2011, but the program was extended by 2009 Act 28, and again by 2015 Act 55 for 
additional five-year periods. Under current law, the program is scheduled to sunset 
December 31, 2021. This bill would eliminate that sunset date and allow the grant 
program to exist in perpetuity. 
  
Wisconsin has been a leader in clean diesel and idling reduction technologies. 
Research shows that idling reduction and other clean diesel measures could save 
thousands of lives over the next two decades. This bill will help Wisconsin to continue to 
do our part in reducing unnecessary air pollution and encourage the use of these grant 
reduction technologies on diesel trucks. 
  
If you would like to cosponsor this legislation, or if you have any questions, please reply 
to this email or contact Erin in Rep. Spiros’s office (6-1182) by 5 p.m. on Thursday, 
February 27. Senator Bernier will be authoring the Senate bill. 
  

Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau 
  

This bill eliminates the December 31, 2021 sunset for the diesel truck idling reduction 
grant program, under which the Department of Administration makes grants to cover a 
portion of a grant recipient’s cost to purchase and field test devices that reduce the 
long-duration idling of diesel trucks. 
 


