
CO-SPONSORSHIP MEMORANDUM 
  
FROM:                  Rep. Samantha Kerkman and Sen. Cowles 
DATE:                    January 31, 2020 
TO:                         Legislative Colleagues 
  
RE:                          Co-sponsorship of LRB 5582 and LRB 5215 relating to School 
Safety Plans 
DEADLINE:           SHORT DEADLINE – MONDAY, FEBRUARY 3, 2020 (end of day) 
REPLY TO:            Rep. Kerkman – (608) 266-2530 
or Rep.Kerkman@legis.wisconsin.gov 
  
In March 2018 the Legislature created the Office of School Safety in the Department of 
Justice (DOJ) and appropriated $100.0 million in fiscal year 2018-19 for awarding 
school safety grants to school districts, private schools, independent charter schools, 
and tribal schools (2017 Wisconsin Act 143). The Act also required school districts and 
private schools to include additional information in their statutorily-required school safety 
plans and to submit copies of these plans to DOJ. 
  
Since implementation, the Joint Legislative Audit Committee unanimously approved an 
audit of school safety grants and plans and the results of that evaluation were published 
in Report 19-28. The report finds appropriate grant administration and oversight by 
DOJ, and extensively reviewed school safety plans submitted to DOJ. The Legislative 
Audit Bureau (LAB) recommended that DOJ consider ways to provide school districts 
and schools with additional training and support pertaining to school safety issues and 
also included three items for legislative consideration to further improve processes for 
school safety. 
  
LRB 5582 and LRB 5215 make the necessary statutory changes to implement the 
three considerations suggested in Report 19-28. The legislation requires 
independent charter schools to develop school safety plans and submit the plans and 
school blueprints to DOJ, require that all school safety plans are submitted DOJ every 
three years and when modified, and require DOJ to annually review a random sampling 
of school safety plans and provide guidance to schools and school districts on 
improving their plans. 
  
ANALYSIS BY THE LEGISLATIVE REFERENCE BUREAU 
  
Under the bill, the requirements related to school safety plans that apply to school 
boards and governing bodies of private schools also apply to operators of independent 
charter schools. Specifically, under the bill, an operator of an independent charter 
school must do the following: 
  

1.       Have in effect a school safety plan that includes a) an individualized safety plan for each 
school building and facility that is regularly occupied by pupils; b) general guidelines specifying 
procedures for emergency prevention and mitigation, preparedness, response, and recovery; c) 
guidelines and procedures to address school violence and attacks, threats of school violence and 
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attacks, bomb threats, fire, weather-related emergencies, intruders, parent-student 
reunification, and threats to extracurricular events; and d) a process for reviewing the methods 
for conducting drills required to comply with the safety plan. 
  
2.       Review and approve the school safety plan at least once every three years after the plan 
goes into effect 

  
3.       Upon the creation and review of the school safety plan, submit blueprints of each charter 
school building and facility to local law enforcement and to the Office of School Safety in the 
Department of Justice. 
  
4.       Annually, conduct a drill at each school building regularly occupied by pupils to practice the 
proper response to a school violence event in accordance with the school safety plan in effect 
for that school building. 
  
5.       File a copy of the school safety plan with the OSS. 

  
The bill also reduces the frequency with which school boards, private schools, and 
independent charter schools must submit school safety plans to the OSS. Under current 
law, school safety plans must be submitted to the OSS annually. Under the bill, school 
safety plans must be submitted to the OSS at least once every three years and 
following a modification to the school safety plan. 
  
Finally, under the bill, the OSS must annually review a random sampling of school 
safety plans and provide feedback to the school board, independent charter school, or 
private school that submitted the plan on whether the school safety plan complies with 
state law and, if applicable, how to improve the school safety plan. 
  
 


