
CO-SPONSORSHIP MEMORANDUM 

  
TO:                  All Legislators 
 
FROM:            Senator Duey Stroebel and Representative Rob Hutton 
 
DATE:             Wednesday, February 19, 2020 
 
RE:                  Co-sponsorship of LRB-5515/1 - relating to: applying to Congress under the 
provisions of Article V of the Constitution of the United States for a convention to propose 
an amendment establishing term limits for members of the United States House of 
Representatives and the United States Senate. 
  
DEADLINE:    Friday, February 21, 2020 at 4:00 PM 

  

 
  
In recent history, as many as 75 percent of Americans have voiced their support for 
imposing term limits on members of U.S. Congress. Not surprisingly, Congresspersons on 
both sides of the aisle have been reluctant to voluntarily relinquish their own power. 
Proposed constitutional amendments limiting congressional terms of office have 
garnered majority support in the past, but failed to exceed the required two-thirds 
supermajority vote in both houses of Congress.   
 
Fortunately, the Framers of the U.S. Constitution provided a mechanism for the states to 
advance constitutional amendments in the face of congressional inaction. Article V of the 
U.S. Constitution allows two-thirds of states to call a convention for the purpose of 
proposing constitutional amendments, with ratification requiring the approval of three-
fourths of state legislatures.   
 
Term limits are not a novel concept. In the late 18th century, Thomas Jefferson and John 
Adams both expressed their fear of the abuses that could result from the abandonment of 
the principle of “rotation in the offices.” Similarly, Benjamin Franklin opined that, “In free 
governments, the rulers are the servants, and the people their superiors. . . For the former 
therefore to return among the latter was not to degrade but to promote them.” Throughout 
the late 19th and 20th centuries, the tenure of U.S. Congresspersons steadily increased, with 
the average years of service doubling in the Senate and tripling in the House of 
Representatives. In turn, the integrity of the citizen legislature formed at our nation’s 
founding has gradually eroded. 
 
LRB-5515 establishes Wisconsin’s application for a convention of states to impose term 
limits on both houses of U.S. Congress, pursuant to Article V of the United States 
Constitution. This simple reform would allow for positive turnover in the federal 
legislature and allow new citizens to serve their communities and bring fresh perspectives 
and innovative ideas to Capitol Hill.  

https://www.politico.com/story/2013/01/poll-75-percent-want-hill-term-limits-086378
https://thehill.com/blogs/floor-action/senate/208395-senate-rejects-amendment-recommending-congressional-term-limit-
https://www.govtrack.us/congress/votes/104-1995/h277
https://founders.archives.gov/documents/Jefferson/01-13-02-0279
http://press-pubs.uchicago.edu/founders/print_documents/v1ch4s5.html
http://press-pubs.uchicago.edu/founders/print_documents/v1ch4s5.html
https://avalon.law.yale.edu/18th_century/debates_726.asp
https://fas.org/sgp/crs/misc/R41545.pdf


  
  
If you are interested in co-sponsoring this legislation, please reply to this e-mail or 
contact Senator Stroebel’s office at 266-7513 or Representative Hutton’s office at 
267-9836 by Friday, February 21, 2020 at 4:00 PM. Co-sponsors will be added to 
both the Assembly and Senate versions of the proposal unless specified otherwise. 
 


